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Dr T N Khoshoo was a unique environmental scientist and 
thinker. Dr Khoshoo started his career as a geneticist and a 
breeder of trees, ornamentals and subsidiary food plants; turned 
his attention to ecorestoration of derelict lands; conservation 
and utilization of biodiversity; sustainable development in 
resource-rich and technology-poor developing countries; and 
then to Gandhian environmentalism and development aimed 
at welfare of the weakest (Antodaya) leading to welfare of  all 
(Sarvodaya).  In Indian parlance, a Sarvodaya Society is a holistic 
version of what the West now calls as Sustainable Society. He 
was associated with TERI for about 17 years, after he laid down 
office in 1985 as Secretary of the Department of Environment, 
Government of India.  
 Dr Khoshoo received a number of prestigious medals, prizes, 
and awards, including the Padma Bhushan (in 1992), one of the 
nation’s highest civilian honours. His achievements are best 
summed up in the citation that accompanied the award of the 
Indira Gandhi Paryavaran Puraskar, Government of India (in 
1993), for his contributions to the field of environmental man-
agement and sustainable development:
 Dr T N Khoshoo’s breadth of vision and depth of knowledge 
coupled with broad humanism has made him what he is today, a 
dedicated strategist for human survival. His work both in high office 
and outside relating to the management of resources, the utilization 
of biodiversity and the need to develop forests for long-range ecologi-
cal security are pathbreaking.
 In 1996, Dr Khoshoo received the United Nations Award 
(UNEP Sasakawa Environment Prize), which is the highest award 
in the world in the area of environment.



Tata Energy Research Institute 
(T E R I) 

T eri was set up essentially to tackle the 
immense and acute problems that humankind 
is likely to face in the years ahead on account 
of the gradual depletion of the earth’s finite 
energy resources which are largely non-
renewable; and the existing methods of their 
use, which lead to increasing pollution. 
 The mission of teri, therefore, is to find 
solutions to a range of problems; and it is this 
characteristic which imparts a definite goal-
orientation to all the activities undertaken 
within the Institute. 
 teri’s programmes reflect its wide-ranging 
charter and illustrate its integrated and 
multi-disciplinary approach. The Institute is 
currently active on many fronts, such as, (1) 
policy analysis on energy and environment, 
(2) regulation and governance, (3) rural 
energy, (4) forestry,  
(5) renewable energy technologies,  
(6) energy conservation, (7) biotechnology, 
(8) computer applications, and (9) training and 
information dissemination.

Paper for this cover comes from wood-free, chemical-
free, and recycled handmade paper.



There is no quiet place in the white man’s cities. No place 
to hear the unfurling of leaves in the Spring, or the rustle of 
insects’ wings...And what is there to life if a man cannot hear 
the lonely cry of the whippoorwill or the argument of the 
frogs around the pool at night?... Whatever befalls the earth 
befalls the sons of the earth. If men spit upon the ground, 
they spit on themselves. This we know—the earth does not 
belong to man, man belongs to the earth. All things are 
connected like the blood which unites one family. Whatever 
befalls the earth befalls the sons of the earth. Man did not 
weave the web of life; he is merely a strand in it. Whatever 
he does to the web, he does to himself.

Chief  Seattle



MAHATMA GANDHI 



He was kingliest of kings and more,
He builded kingdoms and pulled
      king-
doms down.
Nor ever cared himself to wear a crown,
His shining nakedness was all he wore.

Harendranath Chattopadhyaya



MAHATMA GANDHI 
AN APOSTLE OF APPLIED HUMAN ECOLOGY 

T N Khoshoo

Tata Energy Research Institute
New Delhi



© 1995 by Tata Energy Research Institute, New Delhi.
First published 1995
Reprinted with correction 1996
Reprinted with a revised foreword 2002
All rights reserved.

ISBN 81-85419-10-8

Published by
Tata Energy Research Institute
Darbari Seth Block
Habitat Place
Lodhi Road
New Delhi - 110 003

Printed at 
Pauls Press, E 44/11 Okhla Industrial Area Phase 2, New Delhi – 110 020



C ONTENTS

Foreword vii
Dr R K Pachauri

Acknowledgements ix

Synopsis 1

Prologue 10

Nature and humankind 15

Yogic practice and environment 21

The role of woman, man, and society 24

Unity in diversity 30

Western industrialism 33

The weakest link: village and villager 36

Sustainable development 45

Towards a new order: the new thinking 51

Epilogue 59

Appendix I
Selected quotes of Gandhiji on environment and development 65

Appendix II
Sanskrit and Hindi terms used in the text with their near-English equivalents 70





Mahatma Gandhi: an apostle of applied
human ecology

Publisher : TERI Press ISBN : 9788185419107 Author : T N Khoshoo

Type the URL : http://www.kopykitab.com/product/6142

 Get this eBook

http://www.kopykitab.com/Mahatma-Gandhi-an-apostle-of-applied-human-ecology-by-T-N-Khoshoo

