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Arefa Tehsin is the 
Hon. Wildlife Warden 
of Udaipur, a writer, 
traveller and columnist. 
She grew up with 
jungles and animals 
around her because of 

her naturalist father. She is the author of 
the rainforest-based fantasy novel Iora & 
the Quest of Five, co-author of Tales from 
the Wild and three more books, which are 
releasing soon.

Raza H Tehsin known 
as the Vasco de Gama 
of Mewar jungles is a 
wild-wild person! He 
has spent 60+ years in 
and out of the jungles. 
Raza started the 

wildlife conservation movement in South 
Rajasthan, helped form three wildlife 
sanctuaries, reported 14 new animals 
from the region and wrote 100+ research 
papers. He has written three books on 
wildlife and was the Hon. Wildlife Warden 
of Udaipur for 30 years. 

You must’ve read about the magic 
of the wizards. But have you 
read about the magic of the 

wild? Become friends with various wild 
creatures, know about their life-cycles and 
be a part of their adventurous and deadly 
journeys through these eight stories. 

•	 Will	Ayan	solve	the	six	riddles	and	find	
his dead father’s treasure? What does 
a scorpion have to do with it?

•	 For	 Madhu,	 the	 only	 way	 to	 take	
revenge	on	his	class	bully	is	to	sacrifice	
a horned owl. What will be saved – 
Madhu’s respect or the owl? 

•	 The	 jungle	has	 turned	against	Scarab,	
the dung beetle. Will he escape the 
murderous	mob	 and	 find	 the	 Land	 of	
the Setting Sun?

•	 What	is	the	shocking	secret	that	Gloaty,	
the wild goat, discovers of Pan, the 
God of the mountain wilds? 

 These and more chilling and thrilling 
stories…

I am very happy to read this absorbing book  
which would sensitise readers to the glory and  

beauty of nature. If we wish to preserve the natural  
bounty of this  planet, it is us who will have to take 

the lead and persuade one another to change  
our ways as well. This very well-written book,  

I am sure, will succeed in equipping the reader  
with an understanding and appreciation  

of conservation in all its dimensions. 
Dr R K Pachauri, Director-General, TERI

Charming stories - a great way to get children  
and adults interested in the fascinating creatures 

that share this earth with us. 
Anushka Ravishankar, Award Winning Writer and Playwright
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To Late Razia Tehsin - the writer, socialist and 
bundle of energy - whose courage and spirit 

remain unmatched.
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Author’s Note

Wilderness has magic. Unlike the tab apps, TV, and 
cell phone games, where you can only hear and see, 
forests give you a real life magical experience where 
you can feel, smell, see, hear, taste and have a hell 
of a good time! You can actually jump in the jungle 
streams, smell the flowers, play in the mud, climb 
trees, catch crabs, eat wild fruits, spot snakes, yelp on 
bee stings, hit monkeys with your catapult (Nah…don’t 
do that. The fella will come chasing you!), hold twinkling 
fireflies, and drink from the waterfalls. How many 
times do you get a chance to do all this in the city? 
Hardly ever! Here we can’t even see the stars clearly 
at night. 

 The eight stories in this book are on the adventures 
and thrills of the wilderness and wild animals. The 
stories are woven around the dung beetle, scorpion, 
hyena, Hanuman langur, ratel, pangolin, horned owl, 
wild goat, and cheetah.  

 So read on and join the adventures with Ayan, 
Hanu, Sheru, Madhuchanda, Bon-Bon and others. 
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