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The Jamun Tree and other stories on the environment provides 
an insider’s view – from the villages, of work related to natural 
resource management. It describes the process by which farmers 
were motivated and involved to regard the work to be done as their 
own. It is a narration of the personal experience of people in those 
village areas where the author worked.  
 Starting the endeavour with just 95 farmers on a mere 18 
hectares land, the programme has benefited over 10,000 farmers 
by reclaiming over 4,600 hectares in just two years. Till date, with 
the intervention of the World Bank, a total of 6.25 lakh hectares 
has been reclaimed and the work is still on. The action taken found 
an echo with local people as it followed the need of the hour, right 
there in the field, with innovative techniques and new ideas. 

 
Starting life in the hills of Uttar Pradesh, 
Pamela Chatterjee moved to Mumbai and 
worked for several years in the communication 
field, with a multinational company. However, her 
real interest lay in ‘rural development’ and when 

circumstances permitted, she left Mumbai, to work with the Society 
for Promotion of Wastelands Development (SPWD), in Delhi. 
This gave her an opportunity to spend long periods in villages in 
Uttar Pradesh, where she worked for the reclamation of alkaline 
(usar) soils, and in Gujarat villages, where the need was water 
conservation.
  With this experience of eight years with SPWD, in 1993, the 
author decided to live and work in a rural community, in Kausani, 
Almora District, Uttarakhand.
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For Ramesh Srivastava 
and other unsung heroes 

who work with devotion, quietly, 
to improve the lot of poor farmers.
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Foreword

Not often does one see a book of this kind, about rural 
development. It is not about development works or 

programmes decided by government or donor agencies for the 
“beneficiaries” who live in villages and generally have little room 
for modifying those works or programmes to suit local conditions.  
It is good to see that the patronizing term, “beneficiaries”, is not 
part of the author’s approach or mindset.

In the past, development professionals from the formal 
institutions of rural development and social sciences who went 
to work for rural communities tended to believe that they 
knew what was good for them.  Generally their thinking was 
influenced by the government schemes – for example, social 
forestry – which assumed that what people needed, were fuel, 
small timber and fodder, irrespective of local conditions.  It is 
refreshing to see that the author of this book kept her eyes and 
ears, and her mind, open to establish a rapport with local people 
in the rural areas.  It helped her to understand what the farmers, 
the women, and other sections of the local communities saw as 
the problems they faced in improving their economic conditions 
and livelihood.  It also helped her to understand that the local 
people, of all economic strata, were aware of the importance of 
enabling the children, including girls, to go to schools.  But for 
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