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Developing an approach for sustainable planning framework in the 
Indian context is extremely complex due to the diversity in the urban 
and metropolitan regions in the country. Sustainable Urban Planning 
attempts to clarify the planning process and sets a broad framework of 
urban planning in the country. The book focuses on the planning reality of 
fundamental dimensions of sustainability and explains a work framework 
of the dynamics of sustainable planning in India. 

The present book clarifies the planning process to students, who 
are trying to work in the Indian context. It presents in three sections a 
set of interwoven discussions. Section one operates on the corpus of 
planning reality to disentangle the sutras of fundamental dimensions 
of sustainability and the interrelationship between these sutras to re-
explain a working framework of the dynamics of sustainable planning 
in India. Section two expands on each of the dimensions, explaining 
their divergent parameters and their indispensable roles in the making 
of such a framework. Section three synthesizes all of them to form the  
framework itself.

Key Features

•	 Provides	a	framework	of	sustainable	planning	in	India

•	 Integrates	the	concepts	of	livability	and	affordability

•	 Compares	inequality	and	sustainability	in	the	Indian	planning	context

•	 Explains	the	impact	of	facility	design	and	management	on	the	future	
of sustainable planning in India
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Foreword

As an urban development practitioner in Kolkata for more than 
three decades, I have come across a good deal of literature about 
sustainable development in the arena of urban development. But 
going by the pioneering endeavour of Professor Joy Sen, I find in 
this book an interesting treatment of sustainable development on 
a larger perspective, the relevance of which becomes particularly 
significant in the Indian context that exhibits enormous diversity in 
economic, socio-cultural, and physical characteristics. The author has 
opined that sustainable development initiatives ought to be different 
in the differential contexts. This book has studied the differential 
dimensions of sustainability in the Indian context, which I consider 
as a pioneering effort. 
 In the conventional urban planning literature, emphasis is given 
on the ‘supply-based’ approach that focuses on the normative 
requirements. Often such plans turn out to be unsustainable owing to 
lack of reflection of the contextual realities. It is indeed heartening to 
see that the author has introduced the demand side of urban planning 
involving basic infrastructure and facility development including 
housing, and emphasized the need for striking a balance between 
‘supply-based’ and ‘demand-driven’ plans for the sake of achieving 
sustainability. This recognition itself has been unconventional and 
needs to be effectively propagated.
 Professor Joy Sen has brought the issue of inequality and variations 
thereof, which is largely prevalent in the Indian context, to bear on 
the aspect of sustainable urban planning and development. This is 
indeed a revolutionary approach towards sustainability. Inequalities 
are galore in India—socio-economically, culturally, ethnically, and 
natural resource wise. The author has rightly pointed out that these 
call for defining the HDIs and the QLIs differently and also require 
differential planning and development initiatives such that the same 
are sustainable. 
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 Finally, I must say that this book provides a new approach to 
sustainable urban/metropolitan planning and development in the 
Indian context. Further researches may be needed to refine the 
methodologies so as to render the approach workable in practice. But I 
am of strong view that all practicing urban planners and development 
practitioners should be exposed to the approach suggested in this 
book and that the same should be suitably made a part of planning 
curriculum. Policymakers too shall need to be given an exposure to 
this approach to sustainable development. 

 I wish the endeavour of Professor Joy Sen all success. 

Kalyan Roy
Advisor, Public Private Partnership (PPP),

& Ex-Director (Economics & Planning)
Kolkata Metropolitan Development Authority

Government of West Bengal



Introduction

THE INTENT

Studies on the variation in intensity and quality of development 
in Indian urban areas and large metropolitan regions are usually 
conducted with an understanding of the enormous range of causal 
factors involved and their interrelationships. The significance of slight 
differences in these factors and further variations caused by the 
constituent components of each factor are extremely important in 
the context of Indian planning. And to the best of our knowledge 
and experience, the reality of this significance is not a homogenous 
simplified revelation but a complex mosaic of many diversities and 
conflicting paradoxes. 
 To name a few of such paradoxes, at least at the broad level, 
India can be considered the world’s largest democracy, politically. 
But that democracy still does not ensure a fair and sustainable 
distribution of wealth and basic amenities to the masses exceeding a 
billion. Specifically, India’s performance as measured by the human 
development index (HDI) is poor when compared to other nations of 
the world. 
 Also, India’s recent booming economy and high performing gross 
domestic product (GDP) indicators, as viewed by experts around the 
world, have been both a hope amidst and a shining example of how 
to weather the uncertainties caused by the global economic meltdown; 
yet India’s socio-economic cohorts remain highly skewed—there is 
a huge mismatch of demand–supply in different domains of basic 
public infrastructures, physical and social, along with major systems 
of services and facilities. One such infrastructure is ‘housing’, whose 
availability and distribution in respect to different affordable segments 
of Indian urban and metropolitan societies is highly lopsided till date. 
Thus, any study on these variations can procedurally become an 
extremely difficult task. Two hindrances arise here. 
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