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Bestow Your Language the
Proverbial Flush

Though you write and speak the language better, you can still
give your language a special glow of proverbs. Since ‘proverbs
embody the wisdom of the wisest in all times and climes’.

Yes, proverbs are the miniature versions of great sayings
having greater conciseness and are convenient to present greatest
ideas in a nutshell. Proverbs have precise effect and impact on
the language. And it provide unique wisdom to express the views
and ideas in very efficacious, lucid and graspable manner.

Proverbs are the gems of every language, life-line of lingual
expressions and beauty of lingua-franca. The pages of this book
contain very selected and popular proverbs, and to make the
proverbs easily accessible, they have been arranged in proper
alphabetical order.

Besides English proverbs, to provide a general idea about the
proverbs from other languages, some selected proverbs from
other languages, viz., French, German, Greek, Hindi, Italian and
Latin languages have also been incorporated herein. An ocean of
great wisdom embodied in a walnut, a proverb, hard to believe,
is the most easiest way to glorify your English language. And
you can make good use of the proverbs in your competitive
examinations to give an extra lustre to your expressions. I am
indebted to Puneet Saraswat for his persevering efforts to bring
up the book.

May proverbs provide you profound prosperity in placing
your prudence in princely place.

With all the best wishes,

—Dr. Mahendra Saraswat
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The World of
Proverbs



1. Popular Proverbs

A
  1. A   bachelor is  a  souvenir  of  some  women  who found a

better one at the last minute.

  2. A  bachelor  is  one  who  enjoys  the chase but not eat the
game.

  3. A backfriend, a shoulder clapper. —Shakespeare

  4. A bad carpenter quarrels with his tools.

  5. A bad man is better than a bad name.

  6. A bad peace is worse than war.

  7. A  banker  is  a  man who lends you an umbrella when the
weather is fair, and takes it away from you when its rains.

—American

  8. A best–seller is the gilded tomb of a mediocre mind.

—L. P. Smith

  9. A bird in hand is worth two in the bush.

10. A bird is known by its note, a man by his talk.

11. A blue eye is a  true eye.

12. A book can be as great a thing as a battle. —Disraeli

13. A book is the  only immortality. —Ruful Chaste

14. A boy is, of all beasts, the most difficult to control. —Plato

15. A brother is a friend given by  nature. —J. B. Legouv

16. A burnt child dreads the fire.

17. A cat may look at a king. —John Heywood

18. A cheerful look makes a feast.

19. A christian is Almighty’s (God’s) gentleman.

20. A church’s debt is the devil’s salary.
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21. A conqueror is always a lover of  peace.

—Karl van C. Auswitz

22. A conservative (a member of Conservative Party of U.S.A.)
is a man who is too cowardly to fight and too fat to run.

—Elbert Hubbard

23. A coward can bark more fiercely than it bites.

—Quintas C. Rufus

24. A cry in the wilderness.

25. A daughter is an embarrassing and ticklish possession.

26. A deaf husband and a blind wife are always a happy
couple. —Danish

27. A deceiver deceives only himself. —M. K. Gandhi

28. A diplomat is a man who remembers a lady's birthday but
forgets her age. —Anon

29. A drop in the ocean.

30. A drowning man catches at a straw.

31. A fan cannot dispel the fog.

32. A father is a banker provided by the nature. —French

33. A figure among cyphers.

34. A fool and his money are soon parted.

35. A fool may ask more questions in an hour than a wise
man can answer in seven years.

36. A fox counts hens in the sleep.

37. A friend in need is a friend indeed.

38. A gentleman is a man who can disagree without being
disagreeable. —Anon

39. A good husband should be deaf and a good wife blind.

—French

40. A good Jack makes a good Jill.

41. A good laugh is sunshine in the house.

42. A good name is rather to be chosen than great riches.

—The Bible

43. A great deal of misery we suffer is occasioned by the food
we eat. —S. Vivekananda



4   |   Proverbs

44. A grey eye is a sly eye.

45. A guest is a guest for two days, on the third day he is a
pest.

46. A guilty mind is suspicious.

47. A handful of patience is worth more than a bushel of
brains. —Dutch

48. A hen is only an egg's way of making another egg.

—S. Butler

49. A honey tongue, a heart of gall.

50. A hungry dog fights best.

51. A hungry stomach is not a good advisor.

52. A journey of thousand miles begins with a single step.

—Chinese

53. A laugh a day will keep illness away.

54. A laughter is a candle lighted in the house.

55. A lawyer keeps his hand in other's pockets.

56. A lawyer must first get on, then get honour, and then get
honest.

57. A lawyer’s opinion is worth nothing unless paid for.

58. A leap year is never a good sheep year.

59. A liberal (a member of Liberal Party in U.S.A.) is one who
has both feet firmly planted in the air. —American

60. A little knowledge is a dangerous thing.

(Also — ‘‘A little learning is a dangerous thing.’’)

61. A living dog is better than a dead lion.

62. A man is a lion in his own cause. —Scottish

63. A man is known by the company he keeps.

64. A man is simple when he is honestly human.

65. A man of courage is also a man of faith.

(Also—‘‘A man of courage is also full of faith.’’ —Cicero )

66. A man of slanderous tongue is extreme in everything.

—Guru Nanak

67. A man who commits adultery lacks judgement.

68. A man’s true wealth is the good he does in the world.

—Quran
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69. A merry heart doth good like medicine.

70. A merry heart goes a mile, a sad heart tires in a while.

71. A miss is as good as a mile. —Scott

(Source : The old English proverb—‘‘An inch in a miss is as
good as an ell,’’ means ‘A small failure is no better than a
big failure.’)

72. A new broom sweeps clean.

(It means that a new employee serves earnestly.)

73. A nine days wonder.

74. A nod is enough for the wise.

(Source—‘‘Sat sapienti.’’)

75. A penny for your thoughts.

76. A penny saved is a penny earned.

77. A pessimist  is one who feels bad even in good.

78. A picture is a poem without words.

79. A pimple grew upon an ulcer.

80. A plague on it when thieves cannot be true to one another.

—Shakespeare

81. A poet is born, not made.

82. A politician is an animal who can sit on a fence and yet
keep both ears close to the ground.

83. A politician thinks of the next election; a statesman thinks
of the next generation.

84. A pretty face is a fortune.

85. A promise-breaker is a shoe-maker.

86. A prophet is not without honour save in his own country
and in his own house. —The Bible

87. A prudent wife is a gift from the God. —The Bible

88. A rolling stone gathers no mark.

(Also—‘‘A rolling stone gathers no moss.’’)

89. A rotten apple injures its companion.

(Also—‘‘A rotten sheep infects the whole flock.’’)

90. A saint is God-intoxicated person. —Emerson

91. A saint is master over life and death. —G. Gorakhnath

92. A single swallow does not make summer.



The World of Proverbs

Publisher : Upkar Prakashan ISBN : 9788174821966 Author : Dr.Mahendra
Saraswat

Type the URL : http://www.kopykitab.com/product/4227

 Get this eBook

30%
OFF

http://www.kopykitab.com/The-World-of-Proverbs-by-Dr-Mahendra-Saraswat

