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General Intelligence



1 Alphabetical Test

First Type
We know that there are 26 alphabets in the

English alphabetical series. If the alphabets are
asked to be counted from the left then we start
counting from A and if we are asked to count from
right then they are, counted from Z.

Direction of alphabets in the series

ABCDE  XYZ………… ……………R

Observer

Left to the observer Right to the observer

Thus, if any alphabet is asked from left then
we start from A. For example, 7th letter from left
is G and 13th letter is M.

Similarly, when any letter is asked from right,
we start from Z. For example, 7th letter from right
is T and 13th letter from right is N. But, if left of
any letter is asked then, we start counting from
(our), i.e., from observer’s right. For example,
fourth letter from the left of K is G.

Note—The right and left of observer and
alphabet’s each letter is always same because the
right and left, of any non-living thing, in which
the direction of that face (mouth) is not described.
are same. Therefore, right of any letter is just as
observer’s right and left any letter is just as
observer’s  left.

To find the serial number of alphabets in the
series from left, EJOTY formula is used.

E → J → O → T → Y

↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓

5 10 15 20 25

Thus, in the series from left E occupies
5th position, J occupies 10th position, O → 15th,
T → 20th and Y occupies 25th position. Hence,
serial number of alphabets between these alpha-
bets can be found easily.

Example—Which is the 8th letter from your
left ?

Solution—According to the EJOTY formula
nearest number to the number 8 is 5 and 10.
Therefore 8th letter from the left can be found by
the following two ways—

(1) 5 + 3  ⇒ 8, E + 3  ⇒, 8, E + 
1
F + 

2
G

+  
3
H ⇒ 8

(2) 10 – 2  ⇒ 8, J – 2  ⇒ 8, J – 
1
I –  

2
H ⇒ 8

Hence, from both of the two methods above
we conclude that 8th letters from the left will be H.

To find the serial number of alphabets in the
series from right BGLQV formula is used.

B ← G ← L ← Q ← V
↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓
25 20 15 10 5

Thus, in the series from right V occupies 5th

position, Q → 10th , L → 15th , G → 20th  and B
occupies → 25th  position.

Example—Which is the 18th letter from your
right ?

Solution—According to the formula BGLQV,
nearest number to 18 is 15 and 20. Thus, 18th

letter from right can be found by the following
two ways—

(1) 15 + 3  ⇒ 18, L + 3  ⇒ 18, L + 
1
K

+ 
2
J  +   

3
I ⇒ 18
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(2) 20 – 2  ⇒ 18, G – 2  ⇒ 18, G – + 
1
H

–  

2
I ⇒ 18

Thus, from both of the above two methods we
conclude that 18th letter from right is I.

Second Method—

Serial number of any alphabet from
right can be found by other method. The
number of alphabet which is to be found
from right is subtracted from 27. The new
number obtained is now counted by EJOTY
method.

∴ To find the alphabets from your right
following formula is used.

27– (No. of alphabets from your right)
→The place no. of alphabet from your left.

Example—Which is the 18th  letter from your
right ?

Solution— 27 – 18 ⇒ 9

Thus, 9th  letter from left ⇒ I

By → E J O T Y Method
↓ ↓ ↓ ↓ ↓
5 10 15 20 25

Some Important Formulae
Let the serial numbers of alphabets be ‘a’ and

‘b’
(1) From your left →  a

To left →  b

If a > b, then we use (a – b). After subtrac-
tion, the value will always be positive and the
direction will be the original direction. Thus, the
number is counted from the left only.

(2) From your left →  a
To left →  b

If a < b,. then we use [(a – b) – 1]. After this
process, the value will always be negative. Hence,
the counting of given alphabet should now be
done from right instead of left.

(3) From your left →  a
To right →  b

If a > b or a < b, then we use ( a + b). In this
process the value will always be positive thus, we

will count from the original direction, i.e., from
left only.

(4) From your right →  a

To right →  b

If a > b, we use (a – b). The value will always
be positive and thus, we will count from the
original direction, i.e., from right only.

(5) From your right →  a

To right →  b

If a < b, we use [(a – b) – 1]. The value will
always be negative thus, we will count from left
instead of right.

(6) From your right →  a

To left →  b

If a > b or a < b, we use (a + b). The value
will always be positive thus, we count from right.

Following formulae are used while (a + b) is
greater than the number of alphabet half of the
alphabetical series.

(7) From your left →  a
of right →  b

Here,  a > b or a < b > 1
∴ The required alphabet

= 27 – (a + b)
Hence, the counting of given alphabet should

now be done from left instead of right.

(8) From your left →  a
of right →  b

Here,  a > b or b < a
∴ The required alphabet

= 27 – (a + b)

Hence, the counting of given alphabet should
now be done from right instead of right.

Example (1)—Which is the 7th letter to the
left of the 8th letter from your left ?

(A) Z (B) B
(C) A (D) C
(E) None of these

Solution (C)
From your left → a → 8

To left → b → 7

Here,   a > b, we use (a – b)

⇒ (8 – 7) ⇒ 1

By EJOTY method 1st letter from left is A.
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Example (2)—Which is the 7th letter to the
right of 11th letter from left in the series ?

(A) R (B) Q
(C) P (D) S
(E) None of these

Solution (A)
From your left → a → 11

To right → b → 7

Here,   a > b, we use (a + b)

⇒ (11 + 7) ⇒ 18th letter from left
⇒ R by EJOTY method

Example (3)—Which is the 10th letter to the
left of 15th letter from your right in the series ?

(A) D (B) W
(C) X (D) V
(E) None of these

Solution (E)
From your right → a → 15

To left → b → 10

Here,   a > b, we use (a + b)

⇒ (15 + 10) ⇒  25

Thus, 25th letter from right by BGLQV
method  will  be  B. or,  25th  letter  from  right ⇒
(27 – 25)th letter from left ⇒ 2nd letter from left by
EJOTY method ⇒ B.

Example (4)—Which is the 18th letter to the
right of 15th letter from your right ?

(A) W (B) D
(C) E (D) V
(E) None of these

Solution (B)
From your right → a → 15

To right → b → 18

Here,  a < b, we use [(a – b) – 1]
⇒ [(15 – 18) – 1] ⇒ [– 3 – 1] ⇒ – 4
Thus, 4th letter from left is D.

Second Type
Some words are given to be arranged in the

some manner of English words are arranged in the
English dictionary.

Example—Which word will first come in the
dictionary from the following two words—
Presence and Present.

Solution—First six letters of both the words
are same. Seventh letter of first word is C while,
seventh letter of second word is t. In English
alphabetical series, C comes before t. Thus,
presence will come first.

Example—According to the English alpha-
betical series which word will come right in the
middle ?

(A) Solder (B) Soldier
(C) Solatium (D) Solecism
(E) Sojourn

Solution (A)—The series of words will be as
follows—

Sojourn, Solatium, Solder, Soldier, Solecism.

Third Type
In this type of question method, it is asked

that whether the number of alphabets between two
letters in a word is same as the number of
alphabets between these two letters in the series.

To solve these question quickly, the serial
number of the letters of the given word is written
according to as that of the serial number in
alphabetical series.

Then number of letters between the numbers
in ascending or descending order is found. This
can be easily understood by the following
example—

Example—How many such pairs of letters
are there in the word AMPLITUDE having same
number of letters between them as in the series ?

(A) 1 (B) 2

(C) 3 (D) 4

(E) None of these

Solution (C)

1 13 16 12 9 20 21 4 5
↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑ ↑
A M P L I T U D E

8, 7, 6

Thus, these are three such pairs namely—
E—I,  T—U,  D—E.

Example—If first four letters of the word
AMMUNITION are written in reversed order and
next four letters are again written in reverse order
and the left letters are again written in reverse
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order then after this charge which will be the 6th

letter from your right ?
(A) I (B) U
(C) N (D) T
(E) None of these

Solution (A)—According to the given charge,
AMMUNITION can be written as—

U M M A I T I N N O
 ↑←⎯⎯⎯

Thus, 6th letter from right is I.

EXERCISE  1
1. If the following series is written in the reverse

order and the alternate letter are deleted from
it then which letter will divide the new series
in two equal parts ?

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) N (B) P
(C) L (D) M
(E) None of these

2. If alternate letters are deleted from the
following series then which letter will divide
the new series in two equal parts ?
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) N (B) M
(C) K (D) O
(E) None of these

3. If the second half of the series is written in the
reverse order then which will be the 9th letter
to the right of 7th letter from your left ?
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) Y (B) Z
(C) P (D) X
(E) None of these

4. If first half of the following series is written
in the reverse order the which will be 7th letter
to the left of 10th letter from your right ?

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) E (B) D
(C) A (D) B
(E) None of these

5. In the following series which is the 5th letter
to the left of 14th letter from your right ?
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) I (B) L

(C) J (D) K
(E) None of these

6. In the following series which is the 8th letter
to the right of 16th letter from your left ?
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) K (B) Y
(C) X (D) W
(E) None of these

7. If first half of the following series is written
in the reverse order, which will be the 5th

letter to the left of 13th letter from your right ?
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) S (B) E
(C) F (D) D
(E) None of these

8. If the second half of the following series is
written in the reverse order, which will be the
7th  letter  to  the  left  of  23rd letter from your
left ?
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) L (B) Y
(C) X (D) P
(E) None of these

9. If the second half of the following series is
written in the reverse order then which will be
the 18th letter to the left of 10th letter from
your left ?
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) R (B) I
(C) V (D) U
(E) None of these

10. In the following series if 4 – 4 letters from left
are written in the reverse order then which
will be the 8th letter to the left of 10th letter
from your right ?

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) Y (B) Z
(C) L (D) K
(E) None of these

11. In the following series which will be the 7th

letter from the right of 10th letter from your
left ?
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ.

(A) C (B) E
(C) X (D) L
(E) None of these
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ANSWERS WITH SOLUTION

 1. (A)

 Z Y X W V U T S R Q P O N M L

6�letters�left
6�letters

�left

K J I H G F E D C B A

Thus, N divides the new series in two equal
parts.

 2. (D)

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O

6�letters�left
6�letters

�left

P Q R S T U V W X Y Z

Thus, M divides the new series in two equal
parts.

 3. (D)

ABCDEFGHIJKLMZYXWVUTSRQPON
⎯⎯⎯→↑⎯⎯⎯⎯→↑

7 letters from left is G and 9th letter right to G
is X.

 4. (B)

MLKJIHGFEDCBANOPQRSTUVWXYZ

 ↑←⎯⎯⎯↑←⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯
Thus, 10th letter from right is Q and 7th letter
to the left of Q is D.

 5 (A)

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

14th letter from left is N and 5th letter to the
left of N is I.

Second Method—
From your left → a → 14

To left → b → 5
Here, a > b, thus we use (a – b)
⇒ (14 – 5) = 9
Hence, 9th letter from left by EJOTY

method = I.

 6. (C)

 ABCDEFGH IJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯→↑⎯⎯⎯⎯→↑

16th letter from left is P and 8th letter to the
right of P is X.

Second Method—

From your left → a → 16
To right → b → 8

Here,  a > b, thus we use (a + b)
⇒ (16 + 8) = 24

Hence, 24th letter from left
= X

 7. (B)

 MLKJIHGFEDCBANOPQRSTUVWXYZ

                ↑←⎯⎯↑←⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯

Thus, 13th letter from right is N and 5th letter
to the left of N is E.

 8. (C)

ABCDEFGHIJKLMZYXWVUTSRQPON

Thus, 23rd letter from left is Q and 7th letter to
the right of Q is X.

 9. (C)
    

 

 +�9  +�9

ABCDEFGHIJKLMZYXWVUTSRQPON

Thus, 10th letter from left is J and 18th letter
left to J is V.

10. (C)

DCBAHGFELKJIPONMTSRQXWVUYZ
                 ↑←⎯⎯⎯   ↑←⎯⎯⎯⎯⎯−

Thus, 10th letter from right is T and 8th letter
to the left of T is L.

27. (A)

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ

Thus, 10th letter from left is J and 7th letter
from the right of J is C.
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