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PREFACE

Doing something objectionable to the society is generally 
regarded a mistake. Doing something not permitted under 
law is considered a crime. Similarly, doing something not 

permitted under the religion is considered a sin. Whether we commit 
a mistake, a crime, or a sin, we stand to lose not only our reputation 
and incur some financial loss, but we may also have some mental 
distress. Unless we are able to satisfy others that we are right we can’t 
claim to be right. 
 Yet we may also have to do some things that are normally not 
permitted, due to some reasons of our own. But as long as we are not 
expected to compensate for the loss anybody may incur due to such 
an action and we don’t compensate the affected person, we would be 
considered to have committed a mistake.
 If we ever commit a mistake it only shows that we had not been 
as cautious as we should have been. Of course, the mistakes make 
us more cautious for the future. But it is not enough to depend only 
on our own mistakes. We should also learn lessons from the mistakes 
committed by others. The following quotation of “Chicago Tribune” 
inspires us to develop the habit of making the mistakes of other 
persons also a ground for learning.    

 Only some of us can learn by other people’s mistakes. The rest of us have 
to be the other people.

 The quotation does not speak well of the people who do not learn 
from the mistakes of others.
 This book begins with the story of a girl who reposed too 
much confidence in her inner voice. She married a boy without even 
ascertaining his family background. No wonder, it became too late by 
the time she could realize that our inner voice can mislead us also. 
This way, I have covered several real-life stories to make you aware 
of the type of mistakes some people have committed in their life. 
I have, however, also focused on the action these persons took to 
rebuild their image.
 The book is of course neither a treatise of all types of mistakes 
nor I expect that you too would pass through the situations these 
persons had passed. But I expect that whatever types of situations 
you may pass through, these examples would go a long way to let you 
take a right decision in your future life.

—Author



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

T   here are some persons who always try to do something that 
may give pleasure to others. They like to ascertain what 
help they can render to others to make them feel happy. I 

think Ram Tirath Mohan who had come to Lucknow, his native 
place from abroad after retirement from his service in the Foreign 
Services of India is also a man of this type. I know him only as a 
neighbour who gifted me a set of the books of the Chicken Soup 
series when he found that I had not read them yet. After reading 
these books I felt like writing a book which could help people lead 
a better life. I feel grateful to him for having gifted these books 
because I would not have written this book had he not gifted me 
this set of books.
 I am particularly thankful to my daughter Dr. Jyotsna Mehta 
who depite her very tight schedule spared her time to go through 
the book to give her views about it.
 I am also thankful to P.C. Gupta who was my senior at Scooters 
India Limited, Lucknow for having provided me a list of publishers 
whom I could contact to publish the book.



CONTENTS

1. Story of a Young Girl who Ruined Her Life by 
Marrying a Wrong Boy

1

2. Story of the Families of Gladys Rozin and Barry 
Fisher

6

3. Story of Hindi Poet Tulsidas 10
4. Story of the Great Sanskrit Poet Kalidas 12
5. Story of the Mother of Pandavas 16
6. Story of Karyl Chastain Beal 19
7. Story on Existence of a Super Judicial System in 

the World
23

8. Story of Shakya Muni 27
9. Role of Destiny in Alfred Nobel’s Life 31

10. Story of Shalik Yadav 34
11. Story of Avinash Mahajan who Got Slaughtered in 

his Factory
36

12. Story of the Young Executive Manjunath 38
13. Stories of the Mothers of Thomas Alva Edison and 

Albert Einstein
40

14. Story of Wilma Rudolf’s Parents 43
15. Kathy Johnson Gale’s Story “Blameless” 45
16. Jack Griffin’s Story “It’s Ok My Son. Everybody 

Does it”
48

17. Story of the Principal of a Missionary School of 
Odisha (Orissa)

51

18. Story of an Examiner Who Used to Play with the 
Destinies of the Students

56

19. Story of a Brahmin Who could not Annoy Lord 
Buddha by Abusing Him

59



20. Story on Importance of Learning Good Manners 
in Life

62

21. Life of Louis Braille 65
22. Story of the Servant Who Kept on Giving Pain 

Relieving Drops to Our Son 
69

23. Our Miseries have no Tie-Up with Raahu Kaal or 
Ketu Kaal

73

24. Story of a Hairline Crack in Bone 77
25. Story on Hiring Servants without Verifying their 

Credentials
81

26. Story of an Australian Lady Who had Come to 
India for Spiritual Enlightenment

85

27. An Accident that Took Place on a Busy Road of 
Lucknow 

87

28. Story of a Newborn Baby Recovered from a 
Garbage Bin in Mumbai

90

29. Story of a German Farmer Who Had Kept Lot of 
Money over the Kitchen Shelf

93

30. Story of a Lewd Bureaucrat and His Daughter 95
31. Story of Lal’s Pathological Lab 97
32. Story of a Man Who Wanted to be Sure before 

Blaming his Wife
100

33. Story of Warren Buffett’s Second Marriage 102
34. Story of a Quack Doctor Whose Patient Got Cured 

even by a Wrong Medicine
106

35. Story of a Doctor Who Died of Cancer Despite 
Having been Very Kind to His Patients

108



Story of a Young Girl who Ruined  
Her Life by Marrying a Wrong Boy

Since we have no mechanism to know what type of life 
we would be leading after marriage we generally base our 
decision of marriage only on a hunch. If we feel the person 

whom we like would be able to keep us happy, we give our consent 
to marry him or her. But because when we marry we tie our life 
with the life of the other person we should not give our consent 
without taking even some basic precautions such as verification 
of the family background and the academic qualifications of the 
person. 
 This story relates to a girl who did not bother to verify the 
credentials of the boy prior to her marriage. She simply trusted 
her inner voice and decided to marry a boy who turned out to be 
just a vagabond eventually. This story had been displayed on TV 
on 4th August 2007 by the Star News Channel.
 The story tells us that our inner voice can mislead us. We may 
listen to the inner voice but not blindly. The girls in particular 
should check the background of the boy they may intend to marry 
if they don’t want to ruin their life. They should remember that 
to be in love is not enough for a happy marriage. Such marriage 
may not turn out to be a happy marriage necessarily. So if their 
parents had taken enough interest in their upbringing, they should 
take them in confidence while making a judgment about the boy 
they may like to marry, as so many boys only want to have some 
gay time for themselves till they get married to a girl selected by 
their parents.
 Many girls repose too much confidence on their boy friends. 
But even they sometimes cheat them. Girls in the Indian families 
are not exposed to the type of people they can come across in life 

1



2 Taking a Lesson from the Mistakes of Others

because their parents provide them much more protection than to 
their sons. So they are more liable to get trapped in a group of 
antisocial type of people. 
 Development of judgment in dealing with different types 
of persons in life is just like soaking our feet in the water of a 
swimming pool before jumping into it. This practice only tells us, 
it is necessary to take precautions in life. This girl did not take 
necessary precautions before she decided to marry the boy of whom 
she thought was a boy designated by her destiny. 
 Till the girls develop full confidence, it is safer for them to 
listen to their parents instead of bypassing or sidelining them. They 
should remember that their parents have more worldly experience 
than them. So they should take the benefit of their experience at 
least in such matters as the choice of the groom for themselves. 
Those who don’t think so are liable to commit a mistake of the 
type this girl had committed. Decision of marriage is not a decision 
that should be taken in such haste as this girl had taken. 
 For a decision like marriage, the girls in particular have to be 
more cautious because a wrong decision can shatter their rest of 
life because particularly in India, it becomes very difficult to find 
a good match for the girls who may have been divorced or who 
may have become victims of some blemishing incident. 
 Girls generally ignore their parents only when they take 
extraordinarily long time to let them take independent decisions. 
In such cases they lose their patience and try to go ahead without 
taking them in confidence. 
 Only the parents of the girls, who don’t have any financial 
means other than what their daughter may provide, delay the 
marriage of their daughters out of selfishness. So such girls often, 
out of frustration, try to look for some boy who may be willing 
to marry them. 
 No doubt a girl can take a decision about her marriage herself 
but not in a manner this girl had taken. 
 This girl was quite a bright student of a prestigious college of 
Delhi. One day, when she was returning from the college, her foot 
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hit a boulder that had been kept on the road by the Municipal 
Corporation people and she fell down on the road. She got so 
badly hurt that she could not even get up without the help of a 
boy who was looking at the incident and had come to her help. He 
offered to even drop her at her house on his motorbike. Though 
initially reluctant, she thought that perhaps God had sent him to 
help her at a time when she was not able to even walk. So she 
gave her consent. When they reached her home, she thanked him 
for having helped her. But later on she kept on thinking about the 
incident and could not resist thinking why she had not even asked 
his name. The boy had also not asked her name. 
 It so happened that the girl once again met the same boy and 
asked him why he had helped her when she had hit the stone the 
other day. This boy was actually not at all a good boy. He was 
in a group of the people who traded girls for money in the flesh 
trade. But the girl thought the other way. She thought that she 
was being guided by her destiny. So she proposed to marry him 
and the boy agreed to her proposal also. She didn’t ask him about 
his family background or his educational qualifications even. She 
assumed that he must be belonging to a good family only or else 
why should he have come forward to help her when she had struck 
the boulder. But when she narrated the story to her parents and 
told them that she wanted to marry the boy, they did not give their 
consent. Hindus give lot of consideration to the family background 
of the prospective grooms and the brides when they decide about 
the marriage of their children. But the girl was so firm about 
her decision that she, one day left the home and went ahead to 
marry the boy in a temple. Neither the boy nor the girl thought it 
necessary to invite anyone to their marriage. They silently married 
in a temple. 
 But within a few days of the marriage, the boy planned to sell 
off the girl. So he took her to the Mandi where the girls are sold 
for a price. Even though some policemen told the girl that she 
perhaps was not aware that the boy had brought her there only to 
sell her. They even arrested the boy. But when the boy requested 
the girl that she should save him, she obliged him thinking that 
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now he will not repeat such mistake again. But the boy again fixed 
a deal with a party of Himachal Pradesh and took her to a place in 
Himachal Pradesh telling her that there he could get her a job. But 
instead of getting her a job, he sold her to a group of boys where 
she was gang-raped by as many as twenty-six boys in a row. She 
somehow managed to escape from their trap. But on her way, she 
met a man who promised to help her. However to her bad luck, 
he too sold her to a group of people who were in the same trade 
of buying and selling the girls. Fed up with her life she contacted 
her parents to tell them what had happened. But they refused to 
accept her because she had not paid any heed to their advice. What 
happened afterwards is not known. 
 Should we say, it all happened in her life only because she had 
bad stars? 
 It is said that whenever we may be in some confusion, we 
should listen to our inner voice. This girl had also listened to her 
inner voice. But why did she still marry him? M. Henry’s following 
quotation gives us an answer. 
 “When passion is on the throne, reason is out of doors.”
 So her inner voice got muffed and her power of judgment got 
blurred due to the passion. What happened in her life would have 
not happened, had she listened to her parents or she would have 
enquired the boy about his family background. What lesson can 
we take from this story? The lesson is clear. Young girls should 
value the opinion of their parents in respect of marriage instead 
of losing their sense out of passion. 
 No well-intentioned parent ever likes that his or her daughter 
should marry a person who would not keep her happy. If the girls 
are sure that their parents are well-intentioned they should have 
patience till they find a good match for them. Though even well-
intentioned parents also sometimes fail in making right judgment, 
they are less likely to commit mistakes than their children. 
 Our inner voice can quite sometimes mislead us too. In one 
case near Lucknow a retired army man dreamt one day that he 
should construct a temple of Lord Venkateshwara on his farm. 
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So he built a huge temple on his farm. But he did not think that 
the people of Lucknow don’t worship Lord Venkateshwara as they 
worship other deities. He realized his mistake only when he saw 
that no body ever came to the temple for several years. So we 
should not act on our inner voice in an indiscreet manner. 
 If the parents think they can’t find a good match for their 
children they often ask the children to find out a match of their 
choice themselves and introduce the groom or the bride to them, 
when they come across some one whom they may intend to marry. 
But even if they select a match themselves, they should take the 
opinion of the parents and get the proposal approved.



Story of the Families of Gladys  
Rozin and Barry Fisher

This is a real story which tells us how under similar 
circumstances, one family got ruined while the other family 
didn’t. Obviously the family that got ruined didn’t know 

how to handle the crisis, while the other family knew. This case 
had been narrated by Morton Hunt in his article, “Is Your Family 
Crisis-Proof?” which I picked up from the book “Happy Families”, 
published in 1989 by Reader’s Digest. Through this case study, Hunt 
had described how we can survive if we take help of the friends, 
when in some crisis. 
 In this article, he has told that one fall day, a lady Mrs. Gladys 
Rozin saw a boy zooming down a side street on his skateboard 
when she was driving home at dusk planning dinner for her family 
and felt a terrible thump and a minute later heard her own scream. 
The boy had been run over by her car. In the same story, he also 
told about a man Barry Fisher who on a rainy day, in a similar 
suburb, was hurrying home after work to tell his wife and two 
teen-agers, about his promotion. Squinting into a downpour, he 
jammed on the brakes when he suddenly saw a man in the road 
changing a flat tyre. He knew, as the car skidded, that there was 
no hope. It was also a case of accidental homicide, in which both 
the boy and the man died. A homicide of this type is not just a 
tragedy for the family of the victim but for the family of the one, 
who commits it also. But Hunt told how, while the Rozin family 
disintegrated within two years the other family did not. 
 Hunt has told in the story, how the Rozins tried to avoid the 
dreadful subject and ended up avoiding one another. For months 
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they shunned friends, and finally moved where no one knew their 
story. She became an insomniac and an alcoholic. Her both children 
faced difficulties in school and her husband, George Rozin got 
involved with another woman. But in case of Fishers, though 
Barry’s wife and children, suffered with him, they believed in him 
and clung to him. They reached out to their friends and relatives for 
support. While the insurance covered a part of settlement worked 
out by their lawyers, both Barry and his wife went back to work and 
paid off the balance amount without having to sell their house. 
 This example tells us that in this world, we can survive a crisis 
of this type by taking help of each other. A person, who feels that 
no one is going to help him, meets the fate of the family of Gladys 
Rozin. But one who takes others into confidence and solicits the 
help of others is able to return to the normal life after the ordeal 
is over like Fishers. 
 Not only such accidents, there can be many other situations also 
that can be successfully dealt with if we don’t lose the balance of 
our mind and remain composed through out the crisis. This helps 
us to plan a correct strategy for each crisis. 
 Some parents may get shocked when they may discover that 
their unwed daughter got pregnant with the tutor they had engaged 
for her tuition at the home of the tutor or at their own home or if 
she may elope with some boy-friend. Out of shock, some parents 
even decide to kill or disown their daughter forgetting that such a 
situation could have not arisen had they been a little more vigilant. 
Actually they themselves are to be blamed for not having been 
vigilant. So they should not punish their daughter in such cases. 
Just imagine how shocking would it be for a daughter to see that 
she is being killed or burnt alive by none else but her own father 
or mother. We have to take a wise step under such cases instead of 
taking a rash action for which police may arrest us for interrogation 
or for which we may have to repent, later, for whole of our life. 
If we act wisely, our children would also learn how to handle a 
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