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An age without architecture is impossible so long as human beings
populate this world.

The first nine chapters deal with Islamic architecture in India and
the rest deal with the different styles developed all over India. Each one
of the architectural styles is described against the back-drop of
environment that influenced its development such as religious, social
customs and historical conditions, followed by characteristic features and
a few typical examples. The author has attempted to give in small compass,
a comprehensive survey. So it is impossible to describe every work of
architectural style. This had been attempted the book would have been
filled with the names of the buildings, names of Architects and dates.

A systematic presentation of the different styles of architecture all
over India has been too long felt to be desired and this publication aims to
satisfy the requirement.

We hoped that the book will be found interesting not only to the
students of Architecture and Engineering but also to the intelligent tourists
as well as inquisitive Layman who is proud is his country's vast cultural
heritage.

New Delhi —PREETI SINGH
Dated: 21.04.2014
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Part-I

ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE IN INDIA



Islamic Architecture in India :
Introduction (12th Cent.)

1.1 ADVENT OF ISLAMS IN INDIA
A new era began towards 12th century C.E. with the advent of Islams.
These people have forced themselves on the ancient and firmly established
social and religious structure in India. They brought with them their native
practices, conceptions and beliefs.

1.2 INDO-ISLAMIC ARCHITECTURE
This part of the study is concerned with different kind of building
art developed in India from 12th century C.E. The architecture
flourished during this period was a blend of local and exotic designs.
It was a blend of Indian, Islamic and Persian styles. Thus, the
Islamic architecture developed in India may be termed as Indo-Islamic
architecture.

Indo-Islamic architecture is the impact of Islamic ideas and techniques
on the established civilization of Hindu Kingdoms in India. It is a synthesis
between two different building systems that of Hindus and Muslims.
Indian craftsmen blended to sculptural traditions of Hidu architecture
and structurally advanced techniques of Islam architecture to produce a
unique Indo-Islamic style. It is a Hindu-Muslim joint venture.

1.3 TYPE OF STRUCTURES BUILT
The architecture of native Hindus is mostly confined to temples. This may
be classified into two of the following:

(i) Religious Structures: These are the Mosques and Tombs.
(ii) Secular Structures: These structures are mainly the forts, palaces,

pavilions, town-gates and gardens.

C H A P T E R 1
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(i) Religious Structures:
Comparison of Hindu and Islam worshipping Structures:
There is a great contrast in the two religious of Hindu and Islam
in respect of worshipping structures, the temple and the mosque.
Planning and Focal Point:
The temple is an abode of the deity to which it is consecrated and
contains massive walls, long corridors, compartments and high
embellishment.
The sacred part of a temple is the sanctum sanctorum (Garbha
griha) often deep inside the temple complex. The focal point is the
idol of the deity.
Where as the mosque is open in its design. It has no need of a
central shrine or image of deity. It is enough for the devotee to
turn to the direction of Mecca, the holy place of Islam. Sanctuary
is the sacred part of the mosque and the focal point is the Mihrab
in the sanctuary. The similar elements in an Indian temple and
mosque are:
— Surrounding cloisters
— Sanctuary on west. But some temples are exceptional to this.

In a mosque the central court is totally open. But in a temple the
main temple occupies the area of the court.

Walls and Surfaces
The walls of the temples expand and vibrate with imagery. The temple
was given the texture of stone and the natural tint.

Where as, the presentation of human figues, sculptures, imagery are
prohibited in Islam structures. The walls of a mosque are decorated in
geometrical patterns in different coloured marbles, plaster, stucco, paints
and glazed tiles.

Trabeate and Arcuate
There are different construction techniques in buildings, one being Trabeate
and the other Arcuate. The indigenous architecture of India was of
Trabeate order, in which the void spaces in the walls were spanned by
means of horizontal lintels or beams. Required lengths of stones are
necessary to make such beams to place them over the openings. Where as,
the arch technique is different used by Mohammedan builders. An arch
can be made up of bricks or pieces of stones. Arch transmits the super
loads safety to the ground and does not fail.
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Roofs
The roofs of Hindu structures are mostly flat. Temples have pyramidal
roofs or sikharas. With the advent of Mohammedans, an entirely new
element, the dome came into existence.

There were differences and inconsistencies persisting at this time, In
spite of this, in course of time a method of design approach had arrived
and a common ground to both religious communities was gradually
evolved.

Factors Responsible for Production of Great Islam Buildings
India produced most notable Islam monuments than other countries that
came under the influence of Islam. There are two factors responsible for
the great exposition of architecture in India:

1. First is its relatively late development. The construction had already
passed through its experimental stages in other countries. Many
of the structural difficulties and problems had been solved and a
solution had arrived to a fair level.

2. Secondly it is due to the remarkable genius of Indian Craftsmen.
The Indian craftsmen have the living knowledge in costruction
and the required skill to work in stone, in which they were excelled
and unequalled.

The Mosque (MASJID)
The mosque or masjid is the worshipping place of Islams. It is open in its
design. It contains the following main elements.

— Sanctuary on west side
— Mihrab-a sacred focal point in the Sanctuary
— Mimber-a pulpit (raised plat form for preacher in church) in the

Sanctuary.
— Surrounding cloisters called Liwans
— An open courtyard called Sahn

Sanctuary (place of worship)
The planning of a mosque starts with sanctuary which is essential and
sacred part of a mosque. Sancturay is a pillared hall opening itself on east
into the courtyard. The hall is used for religious congregations (assembly)
and prayers called Namaz. A portion of the sanctuary is screened off into
a compartment for women in some mosques. The sanctuary has a central
nave and side aisles. The nave is often spacious and raised higher in roof
than the aisles. Some mosques have only sanctuary and they had no central
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open court and cloisters. The facade of sanctuary was monumentally built
in some mosques. There is continuous change, innovation and
development in the design of pillars, arches, mihrab, parapets, kiosks and
turrets.

Mihrab
A religious structure however needs a focal point. To meet this, a recess or
an alcove called Mihrab is placed in the center of western wall in the nave
of sanctuary indicating the direction of prayer. This is the most sacred
and significant portion of a mosque. It takes the form of an alcove in arch
shape. In some examples it was formed into multiple alcoves within each
other containing a half dome over it decorated with ornamental geometrical
forms.

Mimber
This a raised platform with steps for the preacher to deliver the sermon.
This is placed to the north of Mihrab in the sanctuary. Number of steps
and its design and decoration varies from one to other.

Open Courtyard and Cloisters
In front of sanctuary an open place takes place without roof called sahn.
The other three sides are covered by pillared cloisters called Liwans. By
this the mosque is totally enclosed and secured. It is entered usually through
three gates each on east, south and north except on west. Main entrance
mostly takes place on east. A water tank is placed in the center of open
court for ablutions. Occasionally a fountain also takes place in this tank.
(Fig. 1.1)
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Screen of arches and dome
While constructing the historical earlier mosques at the end of 12th century
at Delhi and Ajmer, the pillars and the stones brought from the dismantled
temples were utilized. Hence the mosque sanctuary appeared like a temple
pillared hall (Mandapa). Therefore to impose the appearance of a mosque,
a separate screen of arches of huge as added across the front of the
sanctuary. Arch became a symbol of Islam structures. But the added screen
of arches is obstructing the view of the dome of the sanctuary from the
front, though this combination is pleasing from the sides or back of the
building. Such examples are:

— Qutub mosque, Delhi. (Fig. 1.2).
— Arhai-din-ka Jhompra mosque, Ajmer
Later in some mosque buildings, the dome was raised to more height

than the screen, thus giving a pleasing look from the front.
— Jami Masjid at Ahmedabad
— Jami Masjid at champanir
In the mosque of South India built in provinces in Malwa, Bijapur

and Deccan, the sanctuary facade is not separately built or added. The
facade was the outcome of united design with its interior.

Designs of Mosques
There are large number of varieties of mosques built in India. Layout of
these mosques is same in all mosques having sanctuary on west side and
cloisters on other sides. Entrance facades, arches and domes are varied in
their mass and design. Row of arches became the prominent feature.
Sanctuary facades varied much in their designs like simple, ornamental,
artistic, monumental, fine and royal. Feature wise examples are mentioned
here.

— Sanctuary nave is spacious and pillars less in some mosques.
E.g. Adina Masjid, Pandua and Jaunpur mosques

— Classical decorated pillars are made in the nave making a Rotunda
extended in tiers above.
Eg. Jami masjid, Ahmadabad

— Sanctuary and cloister entrances are much elaborated, projected
and high lighted.
Eg. Jaunpur mosques and Jami Masjid, Ahmadabad
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