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General Instructions: 
1. Answers to this paper must be written on the paper provided separately. 
2. You will not be allowed to write during the first 15 minutes. 
3. This time is to be spent in reading the question paper. 
4. The time given at the head of the paper is the time allotted for writing the answers. 
5. Attempt all questions from Part I (compulsory) and any five questions from Part II. two 

out of three questions from Section A and three out of five questions from Section B. 
6. The intended marks of questions or parts of questions are given in brackets [}. 

Question 1 

PART I (30 Marks) 
Attempt all questions from this Part 

a) Who administers the oath of office to the Council of Ministers? [1] 
b) Why is the Rajya Sabha called a 'Permanent house'? [1] 
c) State the minimum number of times the Lok Sabha must meet in a year. [1] 
d) State the composition of the Electoral College for the election of the President of India. 

[1] 
e) What is an 'Ordinance'? When can it be passed? [1] 
f) Mention one way by which the authority of the Prime Minister can be checked? [1] 
g) What is understood by the term 'Individual Responsibility' in a Parliamentary 

Democracy? [1] 
h) What is meant by a 'Single Integrated Judicial System' as provided in the Indian 

Constitution? [1] 
i) What is the 'Appellate Jurisdiction' of the High Court? [1] 
j) State one point of distinction between the District Judge and the Sessions Judge. [1] 



Question2 
a) State any two political causes responsible for the First War oflndependence. [2] 
b) What was the role of the press in promoting nationalistic sentiments amongst the 

Indians? [2] 
c) Mention two important contributions of Lala Lajpat Rai. [2] 
d) What were the two basic reasons responsible for the Surat Split in 1907 between the 

Early Nationalists and the Assertive Nationalists? [2] 
e) Mention any one provision each of the Gandhi-Irwin Pact signed in 1931. [2] 
f) State two important objectives of the Indian National Army. [2] 
g) Name the three members of the Cabinet Mission. [2] 
h) Mention any two terms of the Treaty of Versailles signed On June 28, 1919. [2] 
i) State two factors which were responsible for the failure of the League of Nations. [2] 
j) Mention two functions of the General Assembly. [2] 

PART II (50 Marks) 
SECTION A 

Attempt any two questions from this Section 

Question3 
With reference to the Indian Parliament, explain the following: 

a) The tenure of the members of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 
b) The composition of the Lok Sabha and the Rajya Sabha. 
c) Its powers to make laws on subjects mentioned in the 

i. Union List 
ii. Concurrent List. 

Question4 

[2] 
[4] 

[4] 

The Cabinet holds a pivotal position in the working of the Indian Parliamentary Government. 
In this context discuss the following: 

a) The formation of the Cabinet. [2] 
b) Any two administrative powers of the Cabinet [ 4] 
c) Any two legislative powers of the Cabinet [ 4] 

Question 5 
With reference to the Supreme Court, explain its functions stated below: 

a) Original Jurisdiction. 
b) Advisory Function. 
c) As a guardian of Fundamental Rights. 

[3] 

[3] 
[4] 



SECfiONB 
Attempt any three questions from this Section 

Question6 
The establishment of the Indian National Congress led to the development of the National 
Movement in India. In this context answer the following: 

a) When was the Indian National Congress established? Who presided over its first 
session? [2] 

b) What were the four aims of the Congress? [4] 
c) Mention four basic beliefs of the Early Nationalists. [ 4] 

Question7 
In the Nagpur session, 1920, the Congress ratified the resolution to launch the Non
Cooperation movement under the leadership of Gandhiji. In this context: 

a) What do you understand by the term Non-Cooperation? [2] 
b) What were the objectives which the movement sought to achieve? [3] 
c) Explain the impact of the Non-Cooperation movement in India's struggle for freedom. 

[5] 
QuestionS 

With reference to the picture given above answer the following: 
a) Identify the Viceroy in the picture. [1] 
b) Why was he sent to India? [2] 
c) How did he plan to solve the communal problem existing in India? [2] 
d) Why did the Congress accept the Plan? State three reasons to justify its acceptance. [5] 



Question9 
With reference to the causes of the Second World War answer the following: 

a) 
i. Explain how the ideologies ofFascism and Nazism led to the Second World War. [3] 

ii. How did the Japanese invasion of China create conditions for the outbreak of the 
war? [3] 

b) Explain the consequences of the war with reference to the formation of the 
United Nations. [4] 

Question 10 
With reference to the Non-Aligned Movement, explain the following: 

a) 'Non-Alignment'. 
b) Two factors responsible for its formation. 
c) Role of Pt. Jawaharlal Nehru. 

[2] 
[4] 

[4] 



Answerl 
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a) The President of India administers the oath of office to the Council of Ministers. 
b) The Rajya Sabha is not subject to dissolution and hence it is called a 'Permanent 

House'. 
c) The Lok Sabha must meet twice each year, with no more than six months between 

sessions. 
d) The Electoral College in the election of the President of India, consists of the elected 

members of both Houses of Parliament, and the elected members of the Legislative 
Assemblies of the States. 

e) An Ordinance is a temporary law passed by the government. It is promulgated by 
the President when the Parliament is not in session. 

f) The Opposition in the Parliament can check the authority of the Prime Minister by 
grilling him over matters in which his government or any particular Ministry has 
underperformed, or its policies are unsatisfactory. 

g) The concept of 'Individual Responsibility' in a parliamentary democracy entails that 
the ministers are individually responsible to the Head of the State, i.e. the President. 
They hold office during the pleasure of the President and may also be dismissed by 
him. 

h) The existence of a 'Single Integrated Judicial System' in India implies that all the 
courts of the country interpret and enforce the same laws that are made by the 
Union Parliament 

i) The 'Appellate Jurisdiction' of the High Court means that it has the authority to 
accept appeals against the decisions of District Courts, in civil as well as criminal 
matters. 

j) The District Judge decides on civil cases whereas the Sessions Judge decides on 
criminal cases. 



Answer2 
a) Two political causes responsible for the First War of Independence are: 

i. The introduction of the Doctrine of Lapse by Lord Dalhousie. This doctrine 
imposed an unsentimental law of 'no adoption policy for rulers and in the 
absence of a natural heir the kingdom would fall into the hands of the British. 

ii. Introduction of the British policy of annexation of kingdoms under the pretext of 
inefficient administration of the rulers. 

b) The press helped in promoting nationalist sentiments among Indians in the 
following ways: 
i. It passed on the message of patriotism and modern liberal ideals of liberty, 

freedom, equality, home rule and independence, spread among people. 
ii. It made the exchange of views between different social groups from different 

parts of the country possible. 
iii. It carried on daily criticism of the unjust politics of the British towards the 

Indians. 
iv. It made the people of India aware of the happenings taking place all over the 

world. 
c) Two important contributions of Lala Lajpat Rai: 

i. He started the monthly magazine 'Young India' to spread the message of the 
right of India to attain Swaraj. 

ii. He was influential in the expansion of D.A.V. College in Lahore in 1886. He also 
opened various orphanages, hospitals and schools. 

d) Two basic reasons responsible for the Surat Split in 1907 were: 
i. The Early Nationalists wanted to confine the movements of Swadeshi boycott to 

Bengal, at the same time the Assertive Nationalists wanted to extend these 
movements to the rest of the country. 

ii. The Early Nationalists wanted Rashbehari Gosh as the President of the Surat 
session, while the Assertive Nationalists wanted Lala Lajpat Rai. 

e) The Gandhi-Irwin Pact of 1931 was signed between Mahatma Gandhi and Lord 
Irwin because both wanted peace in the country. The following are one provision 
each of the pact: 
i. The British government decided to release all political prisoners excluding the 

ones that were guilty of violence. 
ii. In return, the Congress agreed to suspend the Civil Disobedience Movement. 

f) The main objectives of the Indian National Army were as follows: 
i. To organise a provisional government of Free India in order to mobilise all the 

forces effectively. 
ii. Total mobilisation of Indian man-power and money for a total war. 
iii. To organise an armed revolution and to fight the British army of occupation with 

modern arms. 
iv. The armed revolution had to be arranged by the Indians living abroad, 

particularly in East Asia as it was not possible for the Indians staying in India to 
organise it. 



g) The three members of the Cabinet mission were: 
i. Lord Pethic Lawrence 

ii. Sir Stafford Cripps 
iii. A.V. Alexander 

h) The following are two important terms of the Treaty of Versailles: 
i. It held Germany responsible of aggression that resulted in the war. 

ii. It confirmed that Belgium, Poland, Yugoslavia and Czechoslovakia were 
completely independent nation-states. 

i) Two factors responsible for the failure of the League of Nations were: 
i. The League of Nations could not take any effective action against China when it 

attacked Manchuria, or when Italy attacked Abyssinia. 
ii. The USA never joined the League. This was a major setback as USA was a major 

world power. 
j) Two functions of the General Assembly are: 

i. To make recommendations for the peaceful settlement of disputes. 
ii. To consider and make recommendations on the principles of cooperation, in the 

maintenance of international peace and security. 

Answer3 
a) The tenure of the members of the Lok Sabha is five years, if the Lok Sabha is not 

dissolved earlier. When a Proclamation of Emergency is in operation, the life of the 
House may be extended by no more than one year at a time. In the case of the Rajya 
Sabha, one-third of its members retire at the end of every second year. So in effect, 
the term of the members of the Rajya Sabha is 6 years. 

b) The maximum strength of the Lok Sabha is 552. Out of this number, up to 530 
represent the States and not more than 20 represent the Union Territories. Besides, 
2 members of the Anglo-Indian community may be nominated by the President in 
case he feels that the community is not adequately represented. The allotment of 
members to the States is roughly on population basis. 
The Rajya Sabha consists of not more than 250 members. Out of these, 12 members 
are nominated by the President from among people having special knowledge or 
experience in literature, science, art or social service. The remainder of the 
members are elected by the people from the States and Union Territories. The 
allocation of seats among the States and the Union Territories is done on the basis of 
the population. 

c) The following are the powers of the Parliament with regards to the Union List and 
the Concurrent List respectively: 
i. The Parliament has exclusive powers to make laws on all the 97 subjects 

enumerated in the Union List. These include important subjects like Defence, 
Communications, Foreign Policy, etc. 

ii. Along with the State Legislative Assemblies, the Parliament can also make laws 
on the 4 7 topics enumerated in the Concurrent List. If there is a conflict between 



Answer4 

the Union Parliament and the State Legislature on a law in this list, the 
Constitution dictates that the Union Law shall prevail. 

a) The Cabinet consists of a small but important body of senior members of the Council 
of Ministers. The Cabinet, in effect, forms the nucleus of the administration. Its 
members hold the most important portfolios and decide crucial policies of the 
government. After the Cabinet has deliberated on important policy matters, its 
decisions are communicated to the other Ministers and they have to follow these 
decisions even though they might not have been party to such decisions. 

b) The following are two important administrative powers of the Cabinet: 
i. The cabinet prepares the policy on external as well as domestic matters. It takes 

decisions on topics like defence, economic policy, security, President's Rule, 
formation of new states, industrial policy, imports and electoral reforms. The 
Ministries have freedom of action but in effect it is the Cabinet that they have to 
consult before practicing it. 

ii. Once a policy decision is made by the Cabinet, it is communicated to the 
concerned Minister of the State and the Deputy Minister. They work out the 
details and pass it on to the civil servants who are to implement it. In this way, 
governance is carried out by the Council of Ministers and the civil servants 
entrusted with the responsibility. 

c) The following are two important legislative powers of the Cabinet: 
i. The ministers along with the secretaries of the concerned departments answer 

questions asked by the members of the Lok Sabha and thus provide information 
to the public through their representatives. 

ii. The Cabinet plays a major role in planning and moving the amendment to the 
Constitution. 



AnswerS 
a) The power of Original Jurisdiction means the power to hear and determine a dispute 

in the first instance, i.e., those cases which cannot be moved in any other court but the 
Supreme Court. This kind of jurisdiction extends to the following: 
Centre-State or inter-State Disputes: The Supreme Court has exclusive original 
jurisdiction over disputes between the Centre and one or more States; Centre and any 
State or States on one side and one or more States on the other side; or between two 
or more States. However, this jurisdiction is not extended to a dispute arising out of a 
treaty, agreement, etc., which is in operation or disputes arising out of inter-State 
water disputes, matters under the consideration of Finance Commission, etc. Also, the 
jurisdiction doesn't apply to adjustment of certain expenses and pensions between 
the Union and the States. 
Protection of Fundamental Rights: The Supreme Court can adjudicate on matters 
pertaining to violation of the Fundamental Rights of citizens and issue Writs for their 
protection. Any individual citizen can approach the Supreme Court in case of such a 
violation and seek justice. 
Transfer of Cases from Lower Courts: Under Article 139 A of the Constitution, the 
Supreme Court can transfer to itself cases from one or more High Courts if these 
involve questions of law or cases are of great importance. The Supreme Court may 
transfer cases from one High Court to another in the interest of justice. 
Interpretation of Constitution: All cases where interpretation of the Constitution is 
required can be directly filed in the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court has the power 
of exclusive jurisdiction under Article 131A with regard to questions as to the 
Constitutional validity of central laws. 

b) The Supreme Court has advisory jurisdiction over any question of law or fact of public 
importance as may be referred to it by the President. Any question of law may be 
referred to the Supreme Court if the President considers that the question is of public 
importance and it is necessary to seek Supreme Court's opinion. However, such 
opinion is advisory and not binding on the government nor is it executable as a 
judgment of the Supreme Court. Also, disputes arising out of pre-Constitution treaties 
and agreements which are excluded from original jurisdiction by Article 131. 

c) The Supreme Court is designated as the guardian and protector of fundamental rights. 
Any private citizen can approach it for the protection of his fundamental rights and 
the Supreme Court may issue Writs like habeas corpus, mandamus, quo warranto and 
certiorari for their enforcement. The Union and the State governments are prohibited 
from making any law which takes away or abridges the Fundamental Rights. If this is 
done, the Supreme Court can declare it null and void. 
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