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Preface

The demand of English is gradually increasing day by day and its usage 
among the world’s population is higher than any other languages across the 
globe. Every new piece of technology that comes to the fore today claims to 
improve our lives for the better. It promises to increase our productivity level 
with a greater speed, the quality of our work through greater intelligence 
eventually promises a complete transformation of our lives. There is an 
imperative need felt by everyone to keep pace with the changing world. 
Technology has paved the field of education and materials which were once 
printed matter can now be accessed directly on one’s computer by Internet. 
This study aims to explore the need and importance of modern technology 
in language learning. The technological developments are causing educators 
to rethink not only how learning might be approached but as a result of these 
very developments, how new learning outcomes will be both possible and 
necessary. Global communications within intimate learning communities 
will create opportunities for cross-cultural knowledge development.

The knowledge era and the accompanying new economy have recognized 
and placed increased value on thinking and learning abilities. The challenge 
is to turn e- information into human knowledge. This is not a technological 
problem but a social challenge that requires an educational solution. That 
solution lies in the integration of meaningful educational approaches with 
innovative technological enablers. This book is an effort to present a mosaic 
made out of some literary and linguistics pieces. 

As the title suggests this book is a compilation of research papers based 
on various subjects related to language and literature. The different papers in 
the collection when read together make a tremendous impact on the reader. 
Imperceptibly one feels influenced by the facts presented in the papers. The 
first paper “Life and Death Presented in A Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields 
is based upon the works of Toru Dutt, the first Indian English woman poet. 
This paper explores the themes of life and death presented by Toru Dutt in 
her poetic collection of French poems translated into English. 

Our next paper “Portrayal of Indian Middle Class Women in Manju 
Kapur’s Novels: Aspirations and Realities” is based upon Manju kapur, who 



is recognized as an issue-based writer in the realm of post modern Indian 
English fiction. She is addressing larger social, economic and gender issues 
through the prism of the family which are common and probably shared by 
a lot of women writers. The purpose of this paper is to analyze issues related 
to the middle class or upper middle class women. This study is based on three 
widely read novels of Manju Kapur entitled “Difficult Daughters’, ‘Married 
Woman’, and ‘Home’.

As the internet has transformed communication around the world; it 
is natural that it should play a major role in foreign language classroom. 
This paper entitled “The Role of Modern Technology (Internet) In Foreign 
Language Education” highlights a number of internet applications that can 
be used to enrich the foreign language classroom.

The advent of new technology has revolutionized the way we look at 
communication. SMS language is the English language slang used in mobile 
phones that does not always obey or follow Standard English grammar. This 
paper “SMS Language: Innovation Or Infection” discusses the merits and 
demerits of SMS language and its impact on English language.

Literature has been included in the syllabi of higher education since 
long time and it is continued even now. In many parts of the world today, 
there is a great demand for English language learning as it is a language 
of international communication of business, commerce, science, technology 
and higher education. However, the fact is that English language teachers 
face certain difficulties and problems in non-native contexts. Therefore, 
recognizing the need of the significant role of an English teacher and 
literature, this paper “Teaching English Language and Literature in Non-
Native Context” attempts to discuss the need, difficulties and remedies 
in teaching English literature in non-native contexts and finally makes a 
statement on the importance of literature.

Every teacher who becomes a teacher whether out of compulsion or choice 
may have had the opportunity to learn the ways of good teaching from his/
her own teachers, colleagues, mentors, books and students. Right from the 
day the teacher enters his/her first class, she/he should have thought over 
a wide range of questions about the act and art of teaching. What should 
he/she teach? How should he/she teach? How should he/she motivate 
students? How should he/she manage them? How should he/she meet their 



rising expectations? How should he/she evaluate student learning. The paper 
entitled “Teaching Poetry: An Art and a Technique” discusses the above 
mentioned points in a very clear and simple manner.

Out of the four language skills, writing is the most complex and difficult 
one. Good writing skills are essential for effective communication. There 
are numerous problems in our context which work against the teaching of 
writing. This article “Teaching Writing Through Interactive Approach Using 
Dictogloss” describes how Dictogloss, an integrated activity, helps to teach 
writing effectively. This activity is based on the interactive approach which 
is a learner centered one. The learners also get practice in all the four skills- 
LSRW; or rather, they learn to write through listening, speaking and reading. 
Beginning with an introduction to teaching writing and its aims the study 
presents the problems of teaching writing from the perspectives of teachers, 
learners and administrators. The four approaches to teaching writing and the 
procedure of Dictogloss and the objective, that is, teaching writing through 
listening, speaking and reading using Dictigloss then follows. Finally the 
importance of Dictogloss and the conclusion has been given.

Humanism is a non religious philosophy based on liberal human values. It 
liberated thought and brought in complete freedom of expression. Humanism 
was a movement that was at once a product of and a counteraction to a certain 
prevalent scholasticism. It was a way of dealing with the disequilibrium 
created by the conflict between belief and doubt. In its more extreme form 
humanistic attitude regarded man as the crown and glory of creation, a point 
of view marvelously expressed by Sidney, Shakespeare, Marlow, Milton, Bacon 
and many other renaissance writers. Renaissance writers put great emphasis 
on human dignity which is presented in many of their works. Literature 
and humanistic attitude meet happily in the pages of renaissance writers. 
Etymology of Human dignity is discussed as a term in order to distinguish 
human race from animals. In continuation the chain of being concept is 
described with particular emphasis on human being. Some exceptions are 
also pointed out with certain examples taken from the period. The paper 
entitled “The Concept of Human Dignity in Renaissance Humanism” 
concluded with the idea that the concept of human dignity paved the way of 
democratic ideals which leads to the betterment of the humanity.

One of the greatest, if not the greatest, concepts in modem economics 
is the idea of supply and demand. If something is in great supply and low 



demand, it will economically fail. And vice versa if something is in great 
demand and low supply, it will succeed. The key is that creating demand in 
any given market is necessary in order to have a viable business. Part of the 
process of creating that demand is ensuring that you not only have great 
products but also excellent service. The present paper “Use of English in 
Call Centers” is talking about the English used in a call center to achieve 
the intended results and give the customer delight. Politeness of English 
language as well as the way the employee uses the words with customer to 
make him feel good.

Much has been said and written over the years about the merit or other 
of the traditional teaching methods. Most language teaching methods have 
closely adhered to the ad hoc top-to-bottom listening-speaking-reading-
writing order (e.g. the Audio-lingual Method) or have been single-faceted 
methods which sacrifice many parts of language in favour of one part (e.g. 
the Reading Method). The Bottom-Up Approach is a revolutionized way of 
teaching foreign languages in which the traditional order has been reversed. 
In the current thinking the bottom of language is writing, which is considered 
secondary to other language skills. However, in New Methods of Teaching 
English Language it is emphasized that this is a misconception. A major 
obstacle to foreign language learning is the fear of making mistakes, especially 
when we present ourselves in public. Writing is a private negotiation with 
the self. It eliminates fear and anxiety, and creates an atmosphere in the light 
of which students gain confidence as they progress towards total language.

The greatest hope of the theatre today rests with the people. The first 
expressions of communal art came from the people; the Greek drama 
developed from a national sentiment and from a national religious custom. 
The modern stage came into existence through a church necessity and by 
way of vulgar tongue and guild support. So we see that, institutionally, the 
art of representing life has always been called into use for social purposes. 
However much it has been elaborated from the old vocero or tribal songs 
of grief, and from the tropes of the church service; however much it has 
departed from the dithyrambic chorus, it has made its appeal to the crowd. 
The theatre that is cut aloof from the crowd, if it is not altogether impossible, 
is at least so anemic that its energies are squandered for want of the red blood 
of popular appreciation. The whole art value of drama is at first determined 



by the extent of its instant appeal to a crowd; and there are as many types of 
drama as there are broad communal appeals. 

The mistaken idea has long been held that the play is a thing governed 
wholly by the caprice of the dramatist. The theatre is always close to life, and 
exists by reason of communal sanction. The drama, therefore, depends upon 
social support; it has to talk of life in terms of life, and it has to appeal to life 
in matters with which life is concerned. Even before nationality in drama 
added characteristics which distinguished the British from the French or 
Germans, and differentiated the Americans as separate, even though a part 
of the English, the drama echoed the fundamental principles of life, and 
dealt specifically with the vital energy which surged through man’s blood. 

The drama as a social force — apart from its primary object to have and 
to hold the interest of a crowd through the essential factor of its story — 
has resulted in a species of play which, for want of a better term, has been 
designated “the social drama.” It is really a drama of condition, social or 
economic. 

Of course, even today, the vital literature at its most vital moments transcends 
nationality, though not rejecting it. Ibsen in Scandinavia, Hauptmann and 
Sudermann in Germany, Tolstoy in Russia, Shaw in England, are all swept 
by the same social movement which tends toward partial social solution, even 
though the methods of using it are surprisingly uncomfortable for those of 
us who are willing, as Vockerat says in Hauptmann’s “Lonely Lives,” to be “ 
the drones in the hive.” To the big dramatist, to the true citizen, the happy 
ending in drama is one that satisfies only when it cleanses and leaves the soul 
in the light of truth. This is the essence of the paper entitled “Theatre as a 
social institution” presented at the end of this book.

 Dr. Sheeba Azhar   Dr. Syed Abid Ali
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CHAPTER – 1 

LIFE AND DEATH PRESENTED 
IN A SHEAF GLEANED IN 

FRENCH FIELDS 
 

Death has been a perpetual theme with the Indian poets in 
English: From Derozio to Dutts, from Tagore to Aurobindo, from 
Ezekiel to Mahapatra, from Daruwalla to Bhatnagar. Except, 
perhaps, Toru Dutt, Tagore and Aurobindo no one treats Death 
with epical grandeur and felicity. But yet, the images of death, 
decay and darkness are interspersed so much so that they often 
remind us, at every turn, of our mortality and instill in us a sense 
of glory of being the homebound pilgrims.  

Death is a way of reflecting on life. The view of life is best in 
a backward glance when the destination has arrived. Any midway 
looking back may invite the curse on Eurydice. Life in other words 
turns out to be a forward gaze to death to reflect upon itself in a 
backward glance. Death therefore has given more life to literature 
than any other theme engaged by the literary imagination. 

Toru Dutt deftly deals with life and death as another fact of 
life. In her poetry we find the facts of life and death, its mysteries, 
the God, the finite and the infinite, the cohesion between human 
and divine everything that is related to human existence and its 
ultimate destination.  
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In the present research the theme of life and death in the 
poetry of Toru Dutt has been analyzed. 

Humanity is always made up of more dead than living. If a 
man writes about man, his life, his love, sooner or later he has to 
deal with the end of his life, death. No author can write about life 
and ignore its end. Due to this inevitable juxtaposition of life and 
death in the world, they are ever present in literature. They are 
not disjointed but are intertwined themes. 

 It is also certain that one who thinks about death 
nevertheless, one may understand the mysteries of life within the 
limit of the power of one’s mind, but one can hardly go beyond 
conjecture as far as the mysteries of death are concerned. 
However, it is the poet who traverses the unknown regions of 
death through imagination. It is of little importance whether the 
poetic treatment of death is correct or false. Poetry, however 
abstract it may be, treats of the reality of life irrespective of its 
aspects-physical, intellectual, emotional and spiritual. This sort of 
treatment cannot ignore the end of reality, which is death. 

 In fact, in the presence of death the sense of life becomes 
heightened. One does not, any longer, discuss questions of what 
ought to be done, one broods, rather, on the ultimate facts, and the 
ultimate mysteries of existence. 

          Death has been a perpetual theme with the Indian poets in 
English: From Derozio to Dutts, from Tagore to Aurobindo, from 
Ezekiel to Mahapatra, from Daruwalla to Bhatnagar. Except, 
perhaps, Toru Dutt, Tagore and Aurobindo no one treats Death 
with epical grandeur and felicity. But yet, the images of death, 
decay and darkness are interspersed so much so that they often 
remind us, at every turn, of our mortality and instill in us a sense 
of glory of being the homebound pilgrims. 



Mosaic By Dr. Sheeba Azhar and Dr. Syed
Abid Ali

Publisher : Indra Publishing ISBN : 9789382518853 Author : Dr. Sheeba Azhar
and Dr. Syed Abid Ali

Type the URL : http://www.kopykitab.com/product/3310

 Get this eBook

http://www.kopykitab.com/Mosaic-By-Dr-Sheeba-Azhar-and-Dr-Syed-Abid-Ali-eBook

