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Family Camping: Why Do It?

Taking the whole family out for camping is lot of fun. As a kid, my parents took me for camping

throughout the length of the Eastern Seaboard. Spending time on the huge Atlantic Ocean as

well as innumerable little water bodies, and even on the St. Lawrence Seaway was great fun.

Not only this, we also paid a visit to many of the states in the U.S. and provinces of Canada. My

family is not that rich to afford all the luxuries but if we could go out for this exotic vacation, we

owe that to camping. For all those who haven’t given camping a thought, these reasons should

be sufficient for you to consider it once.

The sole purpose why family camping is becoming popular by the day is that it is very cheap.

Camping can bring down expenses on food and lodging by a big margin. To add to it, many

camping grounds provide free or cheap means of recreation and entertainment facilities.

For those busy with the hectic life at home, camping is a time to relish as it brings the entire

family together to spend quality time with. Most of the family holiday plans by the tourism

industry offers destinations with targets the kids and parents mainly, so the entire family is

barred from being close to each other. A primary reason for families to venture out together is to

enjoy by burying their actual busy life for the time being, and camping is a better way to do it

than most of the so-called family plans.

Also, camping will generate innumerable memories in the child’s mind that he will carry with him

till old-age. The experience of it on account of games, adventures, etc. will help you understand

yourself and your child, and besides bringing the two closer, it will give birth to memories that

can be cherished for life. Location for camping with the family may either be close to the home

or at a distant place, but spending quality time with the family without any modern distractions

will help develop the bond of the family.

Finally, three reasons stand out why you should consider family camping for your next vacation:

• it is a cheap means of a vacation

• it gives you a chance to spend a great time with your near and dear ones

• it will create everlasting remembering that will last for the lifetime
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Family Camping: A Fun Experience

A trip or rather, in other words a camping trip with your own family can be dubbed as one of the

smartest possible ways to get a pleasant package of unforgettable memories and ever-thrilling

experiences together. This trip with your family can be turned into a good way of mingling with

the people you love and getting one with the bliss of nature. This oneness with nature having an

intimate involvement can be a great experience, which you will be unable to put into oblivion in

your entire life span.

It is something that provides you with an opportunity of doing different things. It can be lived up

to your expectation by merely sitting or having a kitchen time cooking marshmallows and

s’mores. The way can be somewhat different as well like hiking or mountain biking either on the

way or on the trails. A camping may also contain a fun-time through swimming or boating. Going

on a 4-wheeling or dirt-biking can also be taken into consideration in case it suits your style.

Camping expedition is something that will make you enabled to have pleasant memories and

well-knit bonds. Intimacy between lovers gets more prominent as the entire galaxy becomes

newly fresh. The sweet sunlight that drops on the dew on the grass giving it a new glow will

make you spellbound. When you will have the opportunity to spend time with your family being

separated from the mundane world of electronics and sophisticated technology, you will get to

invent some heartiest things about each other that you have hardly got any opportunity to be

acquainted with.

You can also take an initiative to exploit the beauties of different terrain and areas in another

state and as a result of which this sort of camping trip might be thought about. One also has to

bear in mind that taking up a trip into a state park is going to cost money because of some

facilities like electrical and water hook ups and for the facilities like showers and bathrooms too.

But irrespective of the place of your camping – be it a land camping into the core of rustic life or

luxurious state park camping, it might be taken into consideration to have a first- aid kit by you

as it might prove helpful.

Bringing in some component of your family’s favorite games might be a worthy idea in case you

get struck in a rainy day.
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The most heavenly gift one can find in a camping trip is the fresh air devoid of any smoke

coming from the sky-kissing building, which is certainly not the campfire smoke. The fragrance

of wildflowers becomes nearer to you and it puts you in a state of trance.

Camping is something that is beyond any age barrier and also one of the most loveable gifts

your children can be provided with. This, after all, then moves on to their children as bliss.
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Family Camping: Your To-Do List

Are you one of those lucky folks who have just taken to camping and are on the threshold of

going on their first camping trip, an exhilarating experience you will never ever be able to forget?

For that first big trip, seasoned campers will be able to guide you as regards, equipments,

camping spots etc, but one can manage even with moderate amounts of common sense and

camping knowledge.

Research a little on the equipment you wish to carry. Take a reliable but light weight tent and a

decent sleeping bag if you intend to spend the night outdoors. You will get loads of variety as far

as material is concerned for both the tent and the bed. Other means of accommodation could be

staying in motor vehicles or caravans or simply putting up in a motel.

Caravans or Recreational vehicles would be ideal for spending the night, but a decent quality

SUV would also be spacious enough for two people to spend the night, being provided with

water, warmth of the car, a stove or even a small TV for those who cannot do without one.

For first timers, cooking outdoor might seem a very adventurous proposition, but is also

frightfully difficult, therefore make sure to invest in a good Coleman fuel stove or the two-burner

propane stoves. Also carry lamps or a good number of LED flashlights, as they often come in

handy.

You may or may not have to carry a GPS device with you, but it depends entirely on the

camping spot you have zeroed in on, and its accessibility and cell phone connectivity etc. To

avoid getting lost in the middle of nowhere, carry a GPS device anyway. Also if you are carrying

a GPS device then do make sure to be familiar with its workings.

Pre planning your trip in advance is the wisest thing to do, for it might so happen that the

camping spot you desire has already been booked in advance by others. Apart from availability

of spots, be a little acquainted about the weather, the natural wildlife near the camping place.

Also check if possible, if there are any poisonous plants or fungi that one should avoid.

Finally do not feel apprehensive about your first camping experience. As far as selection of

camping spots is concerned, do not limit yourself only to the USA or whichever your native
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country is for that matter. BE confident in your abilities and set out, the whole world is your place

to pitch a tent and camp. Canada has beautiful spots up in the mountains, near the lakes,

European countries like Portugal or Greece offers a chance to bask in the brilliant warm sun,

Germany offers the serenity, the peace of the Black Forest region, UK too is one of the hottest

camping destinations, because of its diverse geographic condition.

So prepare your camping checklist, remember the basics, grab your backpacks and just set off.
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Family Camping: Wildlife

It is great fun to go on a camping trip as there are many exciting adventures to look forward to,

wonderful scenery, beautiful trees, etc. are sure to be all about your campsite. However, it is not

only humans that you will find around your camping place. There could be other dangerous

species there too.

On television, you might think that bears are cute. But they are no such thing in real life. Bears

are animals you are likely to encounter around your campsite. All bears are not harmful, but it

will be very difficult for a layman to tell the difference between one and another. Adult grizzly

bears are thought to be extremely dangerous to human life, but it will be hard for you to

differentiate between a black bear and a grizzly. Black bears are of a dark color, and grizzly

bears can be any color from black to brownish yellow. You could try to distinguish between the

two based on size, but even that is problematic as it is hard to tell the difference between an

adult black bear and a young grizzly bear, as both are usually about five feet tall and weight

between 250 to 500 pounds.

However, adult grizzlies are a lot bigger than black bears, weighing about 400 to 1200 pounds,

and if they stand on their hind legs, they should be about eight feet tall. Black bears have long

snouts and pointed ears, while grizzlies have concave facial features. A distinguishing feature of

black bears is that they have a small, sort of triangular head. You can also tell that a bear is a

grizzly if you see a big hump over its shoulders, which the black bears do not have. But finally, it

is really not important how grizzly bears look, because if you do encounter one around your

campsite, you will surely not be bothered with its identifying features.

Another animal which could turn out to be deadly is the wildcat which has a propensity for living

in and around campsites and wild areas. They usually do not come into close confines with

humans, but if they are hungry or are irritated by humans in some way, then they can attack

quite fiercely.

Bobcats are small in size, but they possess extremely sharp teeth and claws, and are very

powerful for their small size. The lynx is an animal quite similar to the bobcat and it has rounded

tails and visible hair tufts on its ears.
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If you take your pet dog camping with you, then be very careful not to let it away from your sight.

It could be allowed to ramble only in the close vicinity of your campsite. If it meets a wildcat, it

will not back away, and will definitely be the loser in the fight.

Find out what wildlife is found around your prospective campsite, and take appropriate safety

measures. Keep all food in odor tight containers and store the garbage away from the

campsite.
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Family Camping: Gear

One of the essential parts of making your camping trip successful is to have the right kind of

camping equipment. When looking around for camping gear for the whole family, you will come

across various types of family camping gear. Based on whether you will be going on a desert

camping trip, a mountain camping trip, or a camping trip along the coastline, you might need

unusual items of camping equipment.

There are many websites on the Internet which specialize in selling unique family camping gear

items. It is possible for first-time campers to get overenthusiastic and buy a lot of stuff which

they will never need on their camping trip.

Thus, before you surf the net for camping gear, you should first decide what area you’ll be

camping in, what kind of activities you’ll be engaging in during your camping trip, and hence,

what camping items you could need. You could come across some camping stuff which could

seem pointless, like camouflaged tent and clothes, night vision goggles or a snake bite kit.

However, supposing you are camping in the desert, then a snake bite kit could save your life.

And if you’re out hunting, then camouflaged tent, clothes as well as the night vision goggles

could come in handy. Every item depends on its usage, and should not be ruled out just

because it seems unusual. Even a whistle could be helpful at time, in case you happened to get

lost. Then your family could find you by following the sound when you blew your whistle.

Nowadays, there are many unusual tents which are available in the shops. One innovation is

the glow in the dark tent. This tent is perfect for camping. Everyone who has been out camping

knows what a pain it is to go out for the bathroom at night, and then have no idea where exactly

the tent is. Many minutes are spent trying to locate the tent which might just be around the tree

on your left. The glow in the dark tent will help you locate the tent instantly at night. The

manufacturers of this tent also say that the glow keeps bugs and insects away. This company

has also come up with polka dotted tents for people who want to have stylish tents and want to

be different from all the other campers. With innovative tents being manufactured by so many

companies, some manufacturers are beginning to make tents which cater to the difficulties

faced by people with disabilities.
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Disabled people often cannot go on family camping trips and some companies are trying to

make innovative tents with the needs of such people in mind.

When you are shopping for family camping gear, you’ll see many new and unique things. They

might seem unnecessary, but they’re sure to be helpful. But, since these unique things cost

more than normal camping gear, do not buy a lot of them because you think you might need

them sometime. Buy what you will need.
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Camping With The Family: How To Have A Safe, Fun, And

Inexpensive Vacation

Family vacations can be a wonderful way to spend quality time. Many families take their

vacation during the summertime when adults can take a week or more off from work and

children are out of school until September. There are many choices for families when it comes

to vacation including:

 Amusement parks

 Visiting family

 State parks

 Tropical islands

 Beaches

 Camping

Of all of these choices, camping is usually the least expensive and the one that every family

should try at least once. There are many ways to go on a camping trip. Families can:

 Camp in tents

 Rent a cabin

 Rent an RV

Each of these options are wonderful for families, but for different reasons. When planning a

camping trip with your family, you should consider the following:
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 Ages of children

 Destination

 Time it will take to get there

 Activities for children and adults

 Time of year

 Budget for vacation

After considering all of these variables, you will have to make a choice as to how to camp.

Tents, cabins, and RV’s each have their own pros and cons when it comes to family camping

trips. If you have never camped in an RV, tent, or cabin, you may not notice the differences as

easily. But for those who have a preference, they may be reluctant to try another. But you will

need to think about what is best for your family and go for it.
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Tents

Sleeping in a tent will require you to buy a tent that will be large enough for you, your family, and

your belongings. You will also have to buy sleeping bags, padding, and other accessories that

will ensure that you have a restful sleep. There are tents that have multiple rooms, which will

offer more privacy.

Pros

 True outdoor experience

 Easy to assemble and take down

 Easy to transport

 Will protect you from rain and wind

Cons

 Limited room

 Can get cold

 Uncomfortable at times

 Need to buy additional accessories including padding, seam sealant, and rope

When looking for a tent for your family, you should consider the following:

 At least a four person tent

 Tent that can be assembled easily

 Tent with rooms or small porch area

 Tent that will last for a few years
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