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What Is Home Improvement?

Home improvements are basically adding or renovating things in your home. Usually it is carried

out by a professional tradesman or handy man but more often people are trying to go it alone to

save themselves extortionate fees. When home owners do home improvements they are known

as amateurs and it is no longer called home improvement, it is known as DIY (Do it yourself).

Bob Villa is one of the most well known authors and televisions hosts when it comes to home

improvement books and television shows; there is also a television show called “Home

improvement” which uses this theme for humor, the show stars Tim Allen.

There are lots of different types of home improvement, wallpapering, upgrading units, laying

new carpets, transforming cellars and attics into other rooms and adding new extensions on to

the house are just some of the types of home improvement that you can do.

Many people often get confused between home improvement and home repair; they are both

different from each other. Home repair is basically finding problems then fixing them. Most

repairs are do it yourself kind of things but sometimes, just occasionally may be your pipes will

burst and you will need to call in the professionals! Home improvement on the other hand is

bettering your home, adding new things to it, changing the style of it or just adding a bit of a

theme to it.

When people embark on a home improvement project they more often than not draw up a

financial plan of some sort, basically this is to save them money. If you don’t have a budget then

you are likely to spend much, much more than you need to! Often money can be saved by

purchasing things that have promotional offers on them such as half price offers or buy one get

one frees. These are the best things you can do to save you some money!

Before starting out on any home improvement project make sure that you have the basics

covered; you know what you want done! You can afford to have it done! And it’s going to be

done in a set amount of time! These points are essential in a project, but most of all make sure

at the end of it you have the home that you want, not someone else’s idea! Make your home suit

you!
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Home Decorating

Utter the two words home decorating in a crowd of women and the place will go mad. These two

words seem to breathe fire in women’s bellies. Most women love the idea of home decorating.

When discussed in a crowd, there will likely be all sorts of ideas and tips passed around. For

some strange reason the female population enjoy making changes, especially to their homes.

The idea of getting rid of the old and bringing in the new gets women all excited.

Many people like change, women and men, boys and girls. Home decorating is a great way to

make immediate changes in a person’s space. Even slight changes in home décor can make a

space seem new and refreshed. Home decorating is an excellent way of taking a tired looking

space and transforming it into a bright, happy atmosphere. It is a terrific way to bring people up

when they are feeling down.

Home decorating can involve all kinds of different colors, fabrics, furniture, flooring and

accessories. Some people spend thousands of dollars decorating their homes while other

people use only imagination to make magnificent changes. Home decorating depends on the

individual’s taste, their intentions and of course their finances. When people have plenty of

money to use for home decorating, often they will hire a professional home decorator.

Hiring a professional home decorator is a great opportunity to have a home transformed into a

trendy environment. Home decorators are in touch with the latest trends and styles in home

decorating. With their talent and experience they are able to take a plain, boring room and

transform it into a happening, exciting space to hang out in. With regards to home decorating, if

a person desires something totally unimaginable, they might want to hire a professional home

decorator.

Home decorating is very important to some people. In fact there are those who make changes

in their home each and every season. Most people like to do a little home decorating at

Christmas time but there are those who like to jazz up their home in the spring, summer, fall and

winter. Using home decorating tips and ideas, people transform their homes to fit the each

season.
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When a homeowner is trying to sell their home, a bit of home decorating may increase their

chances of success. People viewing a home are often attracted to the cosmetics of the space.

Home decorating provides a homeowner the opportunity to give their home a face-lift before

putting it on the real estate market. With a few slight changes to the furniture placing in a room,

perhaps a calming color on the walls and a bouquet of flowers in a lovely vase on a table, a

potential buyer might be won over. When a home is nicely decorated, there is evidence that the

homeowner takes pride in their home and cares for it. This would certainly make a good

impression on a potential buyer. Just a few little home decorating tricks may be responsible for

selling the house.
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Home Improvement Stores

On every high street and every shopping centre there is at least one home improvement store.

They cater for everything from nuts and screws to designer bathrooms! They offer a wide range

of services and they are reasonably cheap. There are lots of different types of these stores as

well, there are the larger more general stores and there are the family based home run type of

stores.

The larger stores are able to sell their goods a lot cheaper than the smaller stores as they buy in

bulk and that allows the customer to make a much larger saving. People tend to turn to larger

home improvement stores when they are shopping for larger items such as fitted kitchens and

bedrooms. They sell everything from tiles, glass, hardware, materials and much, much more.

Larger home improvement stores are built like large warehouses and are usually staffed by

around 100 people or so.

The smaller home improvement stores usually tend to be called DIY (Do it yourself) stores. The

don’t offer the larger items like the new kitchens and so on, but they offer great quality and great

service as they are a family run business and have more of a personal touch with the customer.

Their items may be a little bit more expensive than a large store but that is because they cannot

buy in bulk as they could never store or sell it on. Many people who use smaller home

improvement stores tend to stick with them for all their hardware needs and don’t tend to shop

around, this is because they love the service and get on great with the shop keepers. These

kind of stores have only about 2-5 staff working there, because of the fact the store does not

have too much business, unless is it very well known and loved.

If you want a personal touch and a laugh with the store keepers then choose a smaller home

improvement store as the larger ones offer rows of tills and workers that are all generic and

never seem to have an expression on their face, also the staff don’t always know what they are

talking about. Smaller stores offer great knowledge as they are owned by actual tradesman and

not some big shot executive. I’m not saying that larger home improvement stores are bad, they

are not. They are just a bit plain. They may be cheaper but going to a smaller store is well worth

the money!
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Tuscan – A Great Home Decorating Idea

If you are having difficulty making a decision about a home decorating theme, Tuscan style is a

great home decorating idea. Many homeowners are attracted to the Tuscan style because it

combines subtle elegance with simplicity. Using a palette of earthly tones, Tuscan style, which

is an Italian country design, is meant to bring the outdoors inside. This great home decorating

idea uses distinct materials to help accomplish this goal. Tuscan style is unique as well as

beautiful.

When deciding to use a Tuscan theme to decorate your home, you’ll be using textures. This

home decorating idea implements the use of various textures, such as stone and tile for the

flooring. This helps to create a natural atmosphere. Plaster is suggested for the walls to add

texture. This would provide an opportunity for you to be creative and even have fun. Tables are

often made of stone. Tile mosaics are another recommendation for tables in Tuscan home

decorating.

Any home decorating theme that focuses on nature uses wood. Tuscan style makes great used

of wood. One example of this is the exposed framework constructed from large wooden beams.

This great home decorating idea uses wood in furniture. The goal is to make it look aged in

appearance. This can be accomplished using staining techniques. Of course if wanting furniture

which looks really old, antique furniture would be the ideal choice.

Tuscan decorating is based on a cultural heritage. By using accessories this Tuscan heritage

can be brought out. Accessories that are homemade are common for this home decorating idea.

Ceramics are a big thing in Tuscan decorating. Silver frames, silver candlesticks, copper pots;

these are all common in Tuscan design. Wine and wine glasses, these are also popular

accessories for this great home decorating idea. Large glass jars filled with olives, another great

idea for Tuscan decorating. Terra cotta is a popular color when using the Tuscan theme so it

might be nice to use terra cotta pots or vases.

Tuscan fabric is in a class of its own. When using this home decorating idea, you will be looking

for fabrics made of burlap, abaca fiber, and fibers from the banana tree, savannah cloth and

tobacco cloth. These are all fabrics used to create a natural space. These materials are quite

versatile and can be used for just about anything in your decorating project. Curtains, drapes,
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blinds, dividers, screens, placemats, floor-mats, these can all be created from the various

Tuscan fabrics because of their weight, density and flexibility.

This great home decorating idea makes use good use of colors such as yellow and red. These

colors are probably used in tassels or painted beads in tie-backs to accent the drapes. Using

yellow and red ribbon to decorate accessories like candlesticks or jugs is common in Tuscan

decorating. Any material or accessory which resembles the sea, the earth or the forest, make

great additions to Tuscan style home decorating. This great home decorating idea found in

Tuscan style, is a good choice for your space. The color, texture, fabric and accessories will

create a warm and inviting feeling in any space in your home. This theme of simplicity and

nature is a great home decorating idea.
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Mobile Home Decorating

Mobile home decorating presents challenges regarding space. The rooms in mobile homes are

small and will require ideas and tips about decorating small spaces. If you have plans for

decorating your mobile home, they may need to be compromised somewhat because of the

space. However, there are ways to achieve your ideal theme in mobile home decorating.

The first step in mobile home decorating or decorating any small space is to get rid of the

clutter. Sort through your things and get rid of any unnecessary or unwanted articles. This will

automatically make your space look bigger. Find places to hide things like under table skirts or

behind closed doors. Making sure everything is neatly stored and out of view will open up the

space. While moving things and clearing away, you may want to rearrange your furniture. Make

sure large pieces of furniture are not blocking walkways or entrances. Also place tall pieces of

furniture on a wall and not in an open space. Mobile home decorating is about creating space in

an area that doesn’t have much space.

Choosing color is important in mobile home decorating. In order to create an open, larger

atmosphere, you should use light, cool colors. Painting your walls in soft tones of blue or green

will provide an open, airy feel. You should also choose colors within the same color family in

mobile home decorating. Not only when picking paint colors but also when choosing fabric for

curtains or upholstery.

Rooms look larger when they are well-lit. In mobile home decorating it is very important to

ensure rooms have plenty of light. Stay away from heavy curtains or drapes for your windows.

Use window treatments that are lighter to allow the brightness from the outside in. To provide

plenty of light in your rooms, have lamps, track lighting or recessed lighting installed. Small

spaces need more light.

There are little tricks for mobile home decorating. Using reflective materials is one trick to make

a room appear larger. Using mirrored tiles or a large mirror on a wall will definitely make a room

look larger. You may not be fond of mirrored walls but this may be one compromise you’ll have

to make. Another trick is to use see-through materials. This will make objects look further away.

This idea could be used in shower doors or table tops.
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When choosing furniture for mobile home decorating, it is better to pick big pieces. This may

sound strange but a few bigger pieces of furniture, is much better than several small pieces of

furniture. Using several pieces, the space is cluttered while two or three bigger pieces will allow

for more openness in a room. If covering your furniture, be sure to pick plain colors instead of

prints, plaids or stripes. If wanting to add something extra, use texture but also in plain neutral

tones. Choosing plain colors and neutral colors for light, sheer window treatments, bed skirts

and tablecloths will provide an airy feeling as well. Owning a small home like a mobile home can

provide problems when decorating but if you follow advice and suggestions for mobile home

decorating, your home could be comfortable and feel much larger than it actually is.



How To Decorate Your House Like A Pro

© Wings Of Success Page 16 of 16

Log Home Decorating

Have you started a home decorating project with a theme in mind or are you still contemplating

what you would like to do with your home? There is the Victorian theme or Country Home

theme. Even the oriental theme is well-liked. However, there is still another theme to discover. It

is the log home/cottage theme.

This theme is quite fun to decorate with. Using it, a person can implement nature type items as

well as bring in their favorite items. Should you be the type of person who stays at the home in

awful lot then there is no question that you are have started an assortment of treasures you are

proud to display.

Creating an earthly environment inside your home

A log cabin is considered a home away from home. Cabins are intended to feel affectionate and

pleasant to those who decide to visit. Earthly colors in paint and fabric can come a long way for

this type of ambiance in home decorating. This milieu is designed to be happy and convivial.

When you add vivacious colors and patterns to pillows, cushions and slip-covers, it enhances

and brightens the home. For those who visit, they will feel welcomed from the first moment they

enter the door.

No doubt, there are family pictures and handmade ornaments that are quite popular in

garnishes for log home decorating. Any kind of object that reflects the family memories that a

person has are wonderful for the log home/cottage theme.

Log Home/Cottage Theme Furniture - Where to Get Them

People, who are trying to redecorate their homes, search for used furnishings for their home.

Currently, most people have unwanted furniture such as a chair, couch or table that can be

used at their log home.

Some of the best places to find used furniture are flea markets and garage sales. It is amazing

the type of furniture you can find there to decorate your log home decorating project. The old

saying... One's junk is another's treasure.
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Old-fashioned wooden furniture pieces are excellent in decorating in log cabin theme. If you

want, you can redecorate them to give them a new, vibrant look or use slipcovers in a floral type

pattern.

Log Cabin Accessories

Now you have mementos you brought home to use for the cottage theme, now there are plenty

accessories that can be used. What kinds of things can you use? How about baskets made

from natural materials that can be hung from the ceiling or even put onto the table. Wooden

bowls, tin pots that have been galvanized, buckets old jars or jugs. There are so many, it really

is countless. It really is not hard to make a feeling of relief and luxury. Using things that are

handmade make excellent add-ons to the decorating.

Log Cabin Flooring

When people are choosing floors for their home, some natural woods that come to mind are:

birch, cedar or pine. This are wonderful choices and can be left in the natural form, which allows

for it to age and be authentic looking. There are many gorgeous wood stains to apply on the

floor that will not only accent it but also protect it.

What also goes well with these floorings are area rugs. They can make the space feel cozy

particularly if they are laid out on the wooden floor.

While this type of decorating project may never be done, there is always something that can be

respected and cherished in the cottage/log cabin.
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Country Home Decorating

When you find yourself wanting to redecorate your home, there are many styles and themes to

choose from that can make a person go crazy trying to decide what to go with.

A popular theme many people go with is the country home decorating theme. It is popular

because it has an overall inviting and friendly atmosphere. It is enjoyed by many people who

visit as well as live in the home because it stands as a warm environment.

Yet, with any home decorating project, the homeowner must decide first if they want to use the

country home decorating for their decor throughout the home or only in one room or two. Some

do choose it for throughout the home while others want to focus it on a particular setting like a

kitchen and dining room.

Country Colors

This type of theme combines colors with which are clean and bright with the country furniture

and its accessories. When you choose this style for your home, go with shades of light to

medium colors of white, pink, green and brown. These are great colors for this style. It gives the

home a real rustic feeling. You can apply and add stencil drawings of flowers, plants, fruits or

vegetables to newly painted walls. This should be done by someone with experience. Wall

borders can be used and are often used in the country home setting. While this is a great

pattern to use, be sure these patterns do not clash with anything else.

Country Flooring

Wood or rather natural wood should be used to keep up with the rustic theme. When redoing

the floor, natural wood is a wonderful choice but using it throughout a big area can costs lots of

money. Should you want to go with a cheaper alternative and still give your floors a country

home look, try using a carpet that has a light shade to it or laminate your floor. Other styles can

be flagstone or tile. However, if the homeowner wants to get really creative, decorating their

floors with stencil or creating patterns is a viable option.
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Another great way to spice up the home is to utilize area rugs. Rugs that have an authentic look

to them generate an affectionate and fuzzy feeling. Meanwhile, hooked, quilted or even braided

rugs do make wonderful additions to the country home styled floor.

Country Furniture

Remember this is a country setting, so choosing the right kind of furniture to match this theme,

is a must. A few suggestions are using either light wood or wicker furniture. These furniture

types can reflect the nature's beauty and if the homeowner wants to use fabric to accent their

furniture they can do so by using floral patterns and checkered designs to give that authentic

look.

Simplicity Works For Country Themes

When you are accessorizing your space, it always adds beauty and wonder to the home.

Choosing what accessories will go into your home is imperative to stick with theme. Such as

photos going in wooden frames, plain mirrors, plants and scented candles. These can spruce up

the decorating. Lace or shutters can give window treatments such as a cozy feeling. This theme

can be fun and exciting to accomplish.

This main thing to remember is not to go overboard. Too many patterns will conflict and

eliminate the space amount in a room. The country home decorating designed for a soothing

and gracious environment, which is meant to be inviting and cozy. This atmosphere, once it's

finished, is liable to grab a few compliment. Country Home decorating is just one of many styles.
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Free Home Decorating Ideas

When you are planning home improvements, you appreciate comments and ideas. You know

you have your own ideas with the way you want your home to look. However, it is fastidious to

pay attention to others' ideas about the new décor and it is good idea to have another plan in

case your first one fails.

No doubt, there are home decorating ideas that have yet to be explored. Since ideas and trends

change, people are often changing their mind about their home decorating. So checking these

out, could give "birth" to your new plan for the home.

Should you have access to free decorating ideas, this can be a good gift. Whether you know it

or not, you have access to these decorating tips every day. Suppose you have an appointment

at the doctor's office, often times, there are home improvement magazines that have a home

decorating section. In it, something catches your eye. This magazine offers its readers tips and

techniques on home decorating.

Major stores like Sears, Zellers, IKEA and many more offer customers catalogs with pictures or

illustrations that have been fully decorated. By browsing these, a person can get ideas from it.

More ideas, that can hit you, can happen when you visit a local furniture or department store.

These stores have displays that get changed on a regular basis to show new trendy home

styles.

The window in front of a furniture store is usually a wonderful place to catch ideas for beautifully

arranged furniture and home décor. Window displays are often thought of as free decorating

tips for people.

With technology advances, the Internet has become a wonderful source for free decorating

ideas. There are plenty of websites that offer decorating ideas.

Some sites go in depth on various decorating designs and give people thousands of ideas on

how to style your home. They even offer ways for you to achieve those styles you are seeking to
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